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Chapter 20
Sources for worship of Siva
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Stta said—

Rudra, Mahadeva and the Grandsire, are
lodged in a mandala and are adorable by
Brahmanas, Ksatriyas and the Vaisyas.
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The Stdras can avail of the performing of

the worship through the priest. The ladies are

not authorised to worship Siva. There is no
doubt about it.
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The pijd which is performed through the
excellent Brahmanas, is beneficial for the -
Stidras. The Brahmanas and the rulers should
get the pizja of Siva performed for the benefit
of others
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In this way, the worship of Siva should be
got performed through the Brahmanas. Thus
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speaking, lord Rudra disappeared at once
from the scene.
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Getting overwhelmed with devotion, all
the gods offered their salutation to lord
Rudra.
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Thereafter, all the ascetics and the sages
returned to their respective abodes in the
same way as they had arrived. Therefore,
lord Siva should be adored like the sun
always for achieving dharma, riches, kdma
(fulfilling of the desires) and salvation.
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The Rsis said—

O Romaharsana, you are the foremost
among those who cherish all the scriptures. O
omniscient one, O highly blessed disciple of
Vyasa, now speak out the auspicious doctrine
of fire and tk}e sacred scripture thereof,
recounted by Siva for the achievement of

virtue, wealth, love and salvation. It was
mentioned by Siva — the lord of the Devas,
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with a desire for the welfare of devotees.
After performing an elaborate penance, the
like of which is difficult to be fractured even
by the Gods and Danavas, he extracted his
doctrine from the Vedas, the six ancillary
treatises, as well as from the system of
philosophy i.e. Samkhaya Yoga. It extends to
a hundred crores of verses. It is quite
meaningful and contains behest. It is a great
hidden secret and decries ignorance. In some
respects, it agrees with the orthodox religion
based on the four castes and stages of life. In
some respects, it is antagonistic to it. There is
a doctrine, as to how to worship the lord?
How 1is the sacred ablution of yoga
performed? We are eager to hear about it.
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Sita said—

Formerly, Nandisvara — the son of Silada,
the lord of Ganas, besides being a favourite
of Siva, was asked thus by Sanatkumara on
the peak of the Meru mountain. After bowing
down to him, the foremost of the sages, put
the same question to him. O prominent sages,
you may now listen to the doctrine of the

perfect knowledge narrated to Sanatkumara
who delighted his race.
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This doctrine relating to Siva is the gist of

what is contained in the Vedas or is defined
by Siva himself. It is devoid of prayers and

Linga Mahapurana

rebuked, is capable of giving immediate
conviction. As a result of the grace of the
elders and preceptors, it is a divine doctrine
which bestows emancipation without much
efforts.
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Sanatkumira said—

“O §ailédi, how is the worship of Siva to
be performed for the realisation of virtue,
love, riches and moksa? 1t would be quite
appropriate for you to reveal the same to me,
since, I have approached you with all the
humility at my command.

Td A=
TG AT e e g
HAERTEEEEEal &L 11 ¢
Sita said-

On hearing the words of Sanatkumara,
lord Nardyana — the most excellent among
eloquent ones, mentioned the opportune
moments, occasions, necessary qualifications
for practicing thus.
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Sailadi said-

I shall mention the necessary

qualifications as revealed by the preceptors
and the spiritual texts. The names of the

Saiva preceptors or the propounders of the
Siva doctrine is based on his gravity and not
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otherwise. He is also called Acarya because
he practices the doctrine himself, stabilises
the others in the use of those doctrine, and
collects the topics mentioned in the scriptural
texts.
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A true devotee should reach for an dcdrya
having the ability of being well-versed with
the principles contained in the Vedic
passages. He should be one lying down with
his body smeared with ashes. He must be
graceful and pleasing in appearance. He must
fee! the necessity of remaining delightful
among the people at large. He should be the
follower of the path of Srutis and Smrtis. He
should be one who bestows fearlessness by
means of his learning. He should be free
from instability and should not be too
talkative. He should follow the code of
conduct, besides being patient of noble
conduct and a follower cf the Saiva tradition.
Finding such a preceptor — a person with
utmost devotion, he should be adored like
Siva himself.
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The disciple should worship him in
accordance with his faith and financial
capacity. He should serve him physically,
besides offering monetary gifts. He should
continue to serve him till he is pleased.
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When the highly revered sage is pleased,
the bondages of the disciple shall be removed
at once. The preceptor should be honoured
and worshipped. The preceptor equates lord
Sadasiva himself.
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The preceptor should test the Brahmana
disciples for three years by deputing them
here and there, giving them articles to enable
them to sustain themselves.
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The excellent disciple should wiliingly
perform even the meanest task and the base
person shall be engaged in the loftiest ones.
In case, they do not resent scolding on having
been beaten, they could be treated as the
most deserving disciples. The following
types of Brihmanas become the deserving
disciples. Those who are learned in the Saiva
doctrines, those who are devoted to the holy
rites pertaining to Siva, who are religious-
minded and are self-restrained, those who
follow the path of Srutis and Smrtis, who
endure all the struggles, who are self-
possessed and perpetually preserving mental
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restrain, who are engaged in rendering help
to others, who are devoted to the service of
the preceptors, who are tender-hearted,
healthy and straightforward, who are loyal
and faithful, who speak pleasing words, who
are humbie and not arrogant, who are
intelligent and without rivalry and
covetousness, who are endowed with the
qualities of cleanliness and adherence to the
conventions, who are free from egoism and
maliciousness and who are engaged in the
devotion of Siva. Such persons who are
endowed with disciplined conduct should be
further sanctified for the purity of principles.
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A disciple, who is pure at heart, is richly
endowed with the quality of humility. Who
has discarded falsehood and use of harsh
words and who obeys the command of the
preceptor, he deserves to be blessed.
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The preceptor who is conversant with the
scriptural texts, besides being intelligent, is
favourably disposed towards the common
man, who performs penance regularly, who is
engaged in practising the accepted worldly
conventions and who is aware of basic
principles, is best suited for achieving moksa.
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He may possess all the excellent qualities,
may be expert in the knowledge of sacred
texts, fully conversant with all the means and
modes, but when devoid of the real truth, all
other noble qualities shall be of no use for
him.
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In case, he lacks the decisive knowledge
of the soul, which is self-evident and a great
principle, he is not blessed himself. Then
how can he bless others?
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The Brahmana who is enlightened, is pure
and is competent in establishing the task. But
where can there be the enlightenment in a
person who has no principles? Where can
there be comprehension of self?
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All those, who are devoid of

comprehension, are Pasus. All those who are
incited by Pasus are also spoken as Pasus.
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Therefore, the liberated souls can surely
redeem others. The principle which produces

the perfect cognition originates from his
greatest bliss.
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Only the one well understanding the truth
could be a guide towards the bliss and not the

one who is a preceptor only in name but is
devoid of cognition.
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Can a rock redeem another rock?

Therefore, with perfect cognition only, one
can achieve salvation.
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The command that causes the destruction
of bonds is born instantaneously by sight and
the touch of a yogl or even by conversing
with him.
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Or the preceptor may enter the physical
body of the disciple by means of his yogic
practices and enlightens him by means of his
yogic powers, after well-understanding all
the entities.
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The threefold purity— mental, physical

and verbal is ordained by the path of
knowledge. The preceptor shall test the
disciple, be sure of his piety, virtue as well as
his knowledge. He must test him to find out
whether he is devoid of faults or he is a
Brihmana, Ksatriya or a VaiSya. The
preceptor shall whisper from the ear to ear
from the knowledge shown and perceive
what he has known. The preceptor’s line
shall thus be perpetuated duly as in the case
of lamps, where one lamp is lighted from
another (without the loss of light of any one
of them). O highly blessed one, what are
called the tattvas, are comprised of
Bhauvanam, Pada, Varnakhyam, Matram and

85

Kaladhvaram. Only the one who cuts across
these tattvas, can realise siddhi and salvation
by means of his own jAdna-sakti or will
power through the mercy of the preceptor.
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The elements beginning with earth are
included in Bhuvanam. Sound, touch, colour,
taste and smell are Padma due to their
common characteristics. O  Brihmana,
Varpdkhyam connotes the different varieties
of the sense organs. The Matram stands for
the organs of activity. The mind, intellect,
ego and the unmanifest are known as
Kaladhvaram. The unmanatva is meant for
the principles beginning with Purusa and
ending with Brahma. Jsatva is greater than
the greatest. This is the meaning of all the
tartvas. One who is not a yogi, cannot know
the real nature of the fattvas, which is the
nature of Siva himself.
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