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MATSYA-PURANAM
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Salutation to Lord Vasudeva

CHAPTER 1

Saunaka and other sages, questioned Siita,
the cause of the lord Visnu, assuming the
form of fish and other related details.
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Let lord Siva, with the force of whose
tandava dance, the clephants of the directions
are thrown away, let his lotus like feet remove
all the obstructions.
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At the time of the incarnation of fish, while
jumping above from the Patalaloka,! the oceans
rise above with the strike of his tail after
pervading in the form of the particles of the

globe and fall on earth covering the whole of it.
Let the words of the Srutis? (Vedic passage)

1. The world of serpents or demons and thought to be
under the earth, sometimes used as a general name
for the lower regions or hells.

2. All the sacred writings of the Hindus are divided into
two classes namely Sruti (what is heard or revealed)
and Smrti (what is remembered). The Vedas
constitute the Sruti for they are regarded by them as
revealed and the sacred Laws etc. now pass under the
name of Smyti.

emerging from the mouth of the lord, remove all
your miseries.
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Offering salutation to Narayana and Nara,
the best of the humans, besides Sarasvati, one
should recite the Mahdbharata3 (or the other
Puranas).
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The one who is unborn, is eulogised as
Narayana because of his activities. He has
threefold form, i.e. sattva, rajas and tamas.* He
has the form of the three Vedas viz. : Rk, Yajuh
and Sama.5 Salutation to the selfborn lord.
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Once at the conclusion of a long time yajfia,

3. This is a benedictory verse which occurs at the
commencement of every Parvan of Mahabharata.

4. An ingredient of nature, chief quality of all existing
beings (viz. sattva, rajas, and tamas, ie. goodness,
passion, and darkness, or virtue, foulness, and
ignorance).

5. The Vedas which is held in equal reverence will
Brahman by the Hindus for its spiritual knowledge
consisting in words.
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the dwellers of the Naimisaranya! including
Saunaka and other sages, felicitated Siita? again
and again who had been seated with a
concentrated mind and expressed the desire to
reveal the mysteries of the religious Puranas,
which happen to be quite beautiful and
rewarding. Saunaka said, “O Sita, you have
narrated to us several of the Purdanas which are
like the abode of nectar. We have developed a
desire to listen to the same Puranas.
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O Sage, how did the excellent lord create the

mobile and immobile universe? How could lord
Visnu take to the form of Fish?
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How could Siva, achieve the position of

Puraritva as well as the one of Bhairava? How
was the bull-bannered lord Siva, turned as a
Kapali.3
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O Sata, you kindly narrate the details of
each one of the events in a chronological order,
because we do not feel satisfied by listening to
the nectar like narrations from you.”
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1. One of the five principal places of pilgrimage (viz.
Viéranti, Saukara, Naimisa, Prayaga, and Puskara). A
most sacred place where all the Puranas are narreted.

2. The word signifies the offspring of a Ksatriya by a
Brahmin woman. This mixed caste used to keep
horses and drive cars in the days of yore. A
particular family of this caste however became
famous for its knowledge of Puranas and other
sacred writings.

3. Bearing a skull in the hand.

Matsya Purinam

Stta said- “O Brahmanas, lord Gadadhara,*
in earlier times, I had narrated the Matsya
Purana. You listen to the details about the same.
It is meritorious, pious and prolongs the life.
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In ancient times lord Vaivasvata Manu, the
son of the Sun, who was merciful, possessing
all the virtues, treated pleasure and the pain
similarly, and possessed enormous prowess. He
entrusted the kingdom of his son, went to the
Malayacala mountain to perform severe tapas
(penances). Performing tapas there, he achieved
the best of success in the yoga.>
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Then with the performing of the fapas by
him, crores of years passed, after which
Brahma, having the seat of lotus, getting
delighted appeared before him in order to
bestow a boon on him. He said to him, “Ask for
a boon.”
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When so inspired by Brahma, lord Manu,

offering his salutation to Brahma- the grand
sire, spoke, “O Lord, I would like to ask for a

4. Bearing a mace in the hand.

5. Yoga or union with the Supreme Being. The union
can be effected by two-fold means first by a true
knowledge of the nature and being of Brahma or
impersonal Self, which is called Jiiana-Yoga and
Second by doing one's own duty and religious acts
without any selfish motive which is called Karma-
Yoga. This has been explained the Bhagavad-Gita in
detail.
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single boon from you, that at the time of every
deluge, I should be able to protect the entire
mobile and immobile creatures.”
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At this Brahma, the soul of the universe,
disappeared from the scene, saying, “Be it s0.”

At the same time the gods showered enormous
rain of flowers.
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Once, while performing oblation for the
manes lord Manu, carried a small fish together
with the water in the hand cup. Finding the fish
there the king was filled with compassion.
Keeping the fish in his kamandalu,! he tried to
save it.
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"In a single day and night the fish was
enlarged to sixteen finger's breadth and started
crying for safety.

T TuE wfith WifgruserenfiuTg)

TN UG TSN 2L 1

The king then placed the aquatic creature in
a pitcher filled with water; where it was
enlarged to the length of three hands.
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Again the same fish spoke to the son of
Strya in a pathetic voice, “O King, I take refuge
in you. You kindly protect me.”
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1. A gourd made of wood or earth used for water by
ascetics.
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After this, the son of Siirya lodged the fish

‘in the well, but when the fish could not be

accommodated in the well, then it was lodged in
a tank, where it grew to the size of a yojana
(distance) and feeling miserable, it spoke, “O
Best of kings, you save me, save me.” Manu
then released the fish in the Gangd. When it
further grew to a gigantic size in the Ganga,
then the king released it in the ocean.
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When the fish expanded its size to a gigantic
proportions, then Manu, feeling panicky asked
it, “Are you a demon king? Or, are you lord
Vasudeva? Otherwise how could anyone else be
like that? How could anyone else attain the
body of such an enormous proportions
extending to crores of yojanas?

FAES AT 0 Weatd Hvel
THRYT TS STET FHIST 1l R4l

O Kesava, I have come to realise that you
are teasing me taking to the form of a fish. O
Hrsikesa, Lord of the universe, you are the
abode of the universe, salutation to you.
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At these word of Manu, lord Janardana in
the form of Matsya, said, “O Sinless one, you
are correct. You have well recognised me.
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O King, very shortly, the earth, together
with the mountains and the forests shall be
drowned in oceanic water.
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Because of this, O Lord of the earth, in order

to protect all the large creatures, the gods have
made this boat.
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All the creatures born of sweat, eggs, those
which grow on earth and those which are
covered by membrane, should all be lodged in
this boat like orphans, and have to be protected
by you.
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O King, when the boat starts shaking
because of the winds of the time of dissolution,
at that point of time, you connect it with my
horn.
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Thereafter, O Lord of earth, at the end of
dissolution, you will become Prajapati of all the
living beings. In this way, at the start of
Krtayuga in the form of a patient and
omniscient ruler, you shall be the lord of
Manvantara, and you would be adored by the
gods even at that point of time.
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Matsya Purinam





