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CHAPTER 3

The primary creation
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Manu said, “O Lord, how did Brahma the
best among the learned people, the Grand Sire
achieve four faces and how did he engaged
himself in creation of the universe?
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Lord Matsya said, “O Royal priest, Brahma,
the Grand Sire of the gods, initially performed
severe tapas, with the influence of which,
angas- (lores, kalpa, grammar, nirukta,
astrology and metres), Updrgas (Purdnas,
Nyaya, Mimamsa and Dharmasdstras), Padas,
(recitation of the Vedic mantras) and Krama (a
method of the Vedic recitation) together with
the Vedas, were created.
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Before the creation of all the $astras,
Brahméa composed the Puranas, which happen
to be indestructible, full of words, auspicious

and were comprised of a hundred crores of the
verses.
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Thereafter, there emerged from the mouth of
Brahma, the Vedas with their accessories,
mimdmsd and nydya. Thereafter the sons of
Brahma, who were engaged in the recitation of
the Vedas, were born with the desire of his
mind. Because they were born of the mental
desire of Brahma, they came to be known as the
mind-born sons of Brahma.
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Marici was the foremost of the mind-born

sons of Brahma. Thereafter the illustrious Atri,
Angird and Pulastya were born.
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Then Pulaha and Kratu were born. After

them, a son named Pracetd was born. Vasistha
was born thereafter.
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Bhrgu was born after Vasigtha, followed by
Narada.! These were the ten mind-born sons of
Brahma who came to be known as the great
ascetics.
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Now I relate to you about nine sons of

Brahmai. They all were void of their mother.
Daksa Prajapati was born from his right thumb,
Dharma was bom from the chest, Cupid was
born from his heart, Krodha (anger) from the
interval between the eyebrows and Lobha
(greediness) from lower part of the body.

Buddhi gave birth to Moha (delusion) and Mada
(inebriety) was born out of Aharmmkara, Pramoda

1. The Vayu describes the Rsis of each Manvantara as
the sons or in some cases the descendants in a direct
line, of the seven sages, Atri, Angiras, Bhrgu,
Kasyapa, Pulaha, Pulastya and Vasistha
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(pleasure) was originated from neck, and death
from the eye. Bharata was born out of his palm.
O King, these nine sons were born out of the
body of Brahma. The tenth issue of Brahma
happens to be a girl, who was known by the
name of Angaja.
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Manu asked- “O Lord, whatever has been

told by you, that Moha was bom out of
intelligence and in the same context you have
mentioned about aharkara (pride), krodha
(anger) and the wisdom. What is all this? You
kindly enlighten as on the subject.
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Lord Matsya said, “O Royal priest, the three
gunas known as sattva, rajas and tamas are
often mentioned. The presence of these three
gunas or attributes are in equipoise form of the
Prakrti. The same Prakrti is kmown as
Pradhdna, Avyakta and Maya? The same

2. Mayi has been defined as the inherent force residing in
the Supreme Brahma which is essentially existent and
which cannot be differentiated. As the consuming
flame of fire imparts an idea of its force, so the
potentiality of force present itself is plainly seen in the
objective world. But this Maya cannot be said to be one
with Para-brahman, nor as something distinct, in the
same way as the consuming force of a fire cannot be
said to be the fire itself. Then again if you admit it as a
separate entity you cannot by any means describe its
separate existence. (Paficadasi, Book II. V, & 43))
Maya is described as a force and it is elsewhere defined
as something indescribable, which is neither existence
(sut) nor non-existence (asat) in short it is one with
Ignorance, which again being the chief factor of the
grand cosmos is the same as Prakrti of Kapila.
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Prakrti is responsible for the creation of the
universe and also for unmaking of it.
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With the disturbance of these three gunas the
gods are born. The image of all the three gods is
the same, but it turns into the forms of Brahma,
Visnu and Mahesvara.
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Then with the deformation of Pradhina or

principal, emerges the Mahat-tattva land he is
called the supreme in the three worlds.
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From, Mahat-tattva emerges the ahavikara
which is the cause of the increase of the pride.
The said ghankdra influences the ten sense
organs.2 Out of these ten sense organs, five are
influenced by wisdom or knowledge while the
other five are subservient to the karmas or
deeds.
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In the group of the sense organs, the ears,
eyes, tongue and the nose are known as
Jiianendriyas or the organs of knowledge. The

organs like anus, linga, hands, feet and speech
are the organs of karmas or action.
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1. Intelligence otherwise called Mahat or Buddhi. This
is the first production of nature and the intellectual
principle.

2. Ahamkara or the consciousness of ego or I am. This
is produced by intellectual principle.
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The functions of all the ten organs of senses
include sound, touch, beauty, taste, fragrance,
discharge of refuse or urine, delight, receiving,
moving and the singing etc. Besides these sense
organs, the mind is another organ of the
individual soul that lies enshrined in it. It is for
this reason that the frame within which lies the
asylum of individual soul is known by the name
of the subtle body.
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" The individual soul, by coming into contact
with the atomic body are called tanmdtras or
the corporeal body. Because of its (jiva's)

coming into contact with the body, it is also
called Sariri or the one having the body.
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When the mind is forced by the desire to
engage itself in creation, then it resorts to the
creation of the universe. From the sabda-
tanmatrd, emerges the sky having the qualities
of sound which is brought into being, with the
deformation of the sky, the wind is formed,
having the qualities of sound and touch.
Thereafter, with the touch of the wind with the
subtle form of the matter, splendour is formed.
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The wind on the other hand comprises of the
sound, touch and form, (the thzee deformities) is
called Trigunatmaka. With this Trigundtmaka
coming in contact with the rejas, there emerges

the water possessing the four gupas, which
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because of deriving its source from the rasa or
juice, it is usually liquid or fluid. Thereafter the
earth with five gunas or attributes is formed,
having mainly the quality of fragrance. The
wisdom comprises of possessing the factual
knowledge about all these facts.
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All these twenty four tattvas- (five organs of
wisdom or jiidna, five organs of karmas, five
mahabhitas,! five tanmatrds,2 ahankara, the
mind and the wisdom) are enjoyed by the
humans on earth. He also functions at the
command of the lord or is subservient to the
lord.3 Because of this, he is called jivatma.
Therefore the human body is conceived with
twenty Six fattvas.
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The sages like Kapila and others have given
it the name of sdmkhya because of their
leanings towards samkhya philosophy. Brahma
too had resorted to the creation of the universe
depending on these taftvas.4
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When Brahma devoted himself to Savitrl in
his mind with the intention of engaging himself
in creation, he started performing tapas. At that
point of time, his body, while performing tapas
was divided into two parts; half of which was in
male and the other half was in female form.

1. Mahdnti bhutani, the gross elements.

2. The subtle element

3. The twenty-fifth being Purusa or Spirit which is
neither a Producer nor Production but wholly distinct
from the twenty-four other Tattvas. (Samkhya K.)

4. According to Sarhkhya the creation is effected by the
involuntary union of soul and nature. Others hold
that Brahma brings about this union for a mere sport.
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O Great sage, the female came to be known
as Savitri or Satariipa. The same is also called
as Sarasvati, Gayatr1 or Brahmani. Thus
Brahma, accepted Savitri, born of his own body
as his own daughter. But suddenly at the sight
of Savitr, Brahma, the best of the Prajapatis
was fascinated and filled with passion and
uttered. “What a pleasant from, what a beauty.”
Brahma then could think of nothing else except
looking at the face of Savitri. He kept on saying
repeatedly, “What an astonishing form? What
an astonishing beauty is there?" Then when
Savitri offered her salutation to Brahma bending
downwards, then Brahma again gazed at her.
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Thereafter Savitri, again circumambulated

Brahma, her father. At that point of time
another head with yellow complexion, emerged
to the right on the side of the head in order to
gaze at Savitrl. Thereafter an astonishing head
with fluttering lips also appeared at the back of
the main head. Then to his left another head

infested with the arrows of kama also appeared.
This was the fourth head.
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Because of the repeated gazing at Savitr],

the severe tapas that had been performed by
Brahma, for engaging himself in creation,
became infructuous. As a result of the same sin,
another head emerged (over all the heads of
Brahma) which was the fifth head. This head

had the matted locks of hair. The illustrious
Brahma accepted the said head as well.
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Thereafter Brahma, commanded his mind-

born sons named Marici and others, for the
creation of gods, demons and humans on earth.
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At this command of the father, the sons
resorted to several types of creations. Afier the
departure of the mind-bormn sons of Brahma,
after offering their salutation to the father, then
the lord married Sataripa who had been lying
over his feet.
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After the lapse of a considerable time, a son
named Manu was bormn from the womb of

Satarﬁpé', who in due course of time came to be
known as Svayambhuva Manu.
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He is also called Virat since he possessed all
the virtues and form of his father, he was also
called Adhipurusa. This has been heard by us.
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The same Brahma dynasty, multiplied
considerably and the Vairajas are among them.
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Svarocisa and seven Manus, and another
sect of seven Manus, like Auttami and others,
numbering fourteen belong to this dynasty of
Svayambhu Manu. O King, the lord, Vaivasvat
Manu, you are the seventh of the last set of
Manus.!
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