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CHAPTER 9
Description of Manvantaras
and seven Rsis
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Suta said, “O Sages, in this way, listening to
the description of creation of the earth, lord
Manu questioned lord Janardana, “O Lord, you

kindly spell out the stories of the Manus, who
had been born zarlier.”
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Lord Matsya said, “O Rajendra, now I shall

describe all the Manvantaras, the stories of all
the Manus, the rule of each one of them and the
details of the contemporary earth, in brief. You
listen to the same with an attentive and peaceful
mind. O Son of Martanda, in the ancient times,

there had been the god known as Svayambhuva-
Manvantara.
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Marici (Atri) and the like were the Saptarsis.
This Svayambhuva Manu! had ten sons known

1. The name Manu is specially applied to fourteen
successive mythical progenitors and sovereigns of
the earth described in the Code of Manu and in the
later mythology as creating anu supporting this
world of moving and stationery beings through
successive Antaras or long periods of time.
Svayambhuva, who sprang from Svayambhu, the
self-born or Brahma, who according to one account
divided himself into persons, male and female,
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as Agnidhra, Agnibdhu, Saha, Savana,
Jyotisman, Dyutiman, Havya, Medh3,

Medhatithi! and Vasu, who were responsible
for the expansion of their race.
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All of them, while creating the Pratisarga
achieved the supreme position. Thus the
Svayambhuva Manvantara has been described.
Now I describe the Svarocisa Manu.? Svarocisa
Manu had four sons known as Nabha,
Nabhasya, Prasrti and Bhanu, who had earned
the glory like the gods.
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In this Manvantara, there were the seven rsis

known by the names of Datta, Niscayavana,
Stamba, Prana, Kasyapa, Aurva and Brhaspati.

whence was produced Virat and from him the first
Manu, According to others Svayambhuva converted
himself into the first man called Svayambhuva Manu
and the first woman called Sata-Rapa. The first
Manu is the author of the Manu Samhiti. He is
sometimes called Prajapati, Hiranyagarbha and
Pracetas.

1. Medhatithi is the author of many hymns in the
Rgveda and we have therefore Brahmanas and
religious teachers descended from Ksatriyas.

2. Manu, according to the legend of his birth in the
Markandeya Purdna, was the son of Svarocisa, so
named from the splendour of his appearance when
born and who was the son of the nymph Var@ithini by
the Gandharva Kali. The text, in another place,
makes him a son of Priyavrata. The Vayu gives the
names of the individuals of these two classes,
consisting each of twelve. It furnishes also the
nomenclature of all the classes of divinities and of
the sons of the Manus in each Manvantara.
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The gods of this Svarocisa Manvantara came to
be known as Tusita. The Maharsis of the age
are known as Vasistha, Hastindra, Sukirta,
Murtti, Apa, Jyoti, Aya and Smaya. They were
seven in number. Thus the second Manvantara
has been described.
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Thereafter I am going to describe the
Manvantara known as Auttami which bestowed
welfare. Manu named Auttami ruled during this
time. He had ten sons named Isa, Utja, Tarja,
Suci, Sukra, Madhu, Madhava, Nabhasya,
Nabhasa and Saha. Of these, tenth son Saha was
the youngest and the race was carried on by
him. The gods known as Bhavanas, were born
in this Manvantara. The names of the
contemporary ~ Saptarsis were Kaukurundi,
Dalbhya, Sarikha, Pravahana, Siva, Sita and
Sasmita. All of them were illustrious and the
promoters of yoga.
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The fourth Manvantara is known by the

name of Tamasa, in which there were seven
sages known as Kavi, Prthu, Agni, Akapi, Kapi,
Jalpa and Dhiman. The contemporary divine
gods were known by the name of Sadhyas.
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Tamas Manu had ten sons known by the names
of Akalmas, Dhanvi, Tapomila, Tapodhana,
Taporati, Tapasya, Tapodyuti, Parantapa,
Tapobhogi and Tapoyogi. All of them
possessed the noble conduct and expanded the
race.
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Now you listen to the details of the fifth

Manvantara known as Raivata.! The Saptarsis
of this Manvantara were known by the names of
Devabahu, Subdhu, Parjanya, Somapa, Muni,
Hiranyaroma and Saptisca. The gods of the
contemporary times were knows as Abhiitaraja
and all the six Prakrtis (people) were devoted to
noble ways.
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Raivataka Manu had ten sons known by the
names of Havyapa, Kapi, Yukta, Nirutsuka,
Sattva, Nirmoha and Prakasaka. All of them
were quite valorous and devoted to Dharma.
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Thereafter, there was the sixth Caksusa
Manvantara, in which the names of the seven
sages had been Bhrgu, Sudhdma, Viraja,
Sahisnu, Nada, Vivasvan and Atinama. The
gods of the contemporary period were known as
Lekha.

1. Raivata, as well as his three predecessors, is regarded
usually as a descendant of Priyavrata. The
Markandeya has a long legend of his birth, as the son
of king Durgama by the nymph Revati, sprung from
the constellation Revatl, whom Ritavdk, a Muni,
caused to fall from heaven.
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Thus in that Manvantara there were the five
types of the gods known as Rbhava, Rbhadya,
Viarimila and Divaukasa. Earlier, 1 had
described the first Svayambhuva Manu, who
had ten sons, similarly Caksusa Manu too had
ten sons like Ruru and others. Thus 1 have
introduced you to the Caksusa Manvantara.
Now I shall describe Caksusa Manvantara to
you, which is presently known as Vaivasvata. In
this particular Manvantara, there are seven rsis
known as Atri, Vasistha, Kasyapa, Gautama,
Yogi, Bharadvaja, Pratipi, Visvamitra and
Jamadagni. All the seven rsis defining the

dharma ultimately achieved the highest
position.
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In the Vaivasvata Manvantara, there are the
seven gods viz. Sadhya, Visvedeva, Rudra,
Marut, Vasu, Asvinikumara and Aditya. These
are the seven gods.
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Vaivasvata Manu too had ten sons including
Tksvaku and others, who are well known on
earth. In this way there are always seven 15is in
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each one of the seven Manvantaras, who after
protecting the dharma, achieve the highest
position. O Royal sage, I am now describing
Savarni Manvantara.
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In this particular Manvantara, Asvatthama,
Saradvén, Kau$ika, Galava, Satananda,
Kasyapa and Rama (Parasurama) are the seven
Rsis. Savarni Manu shall have ten sons viz.
Dhrti, Variyan, Yavas, Suvarna, Vrsti, Carisnu,
Idya, Sumati, Vasu and valorous Sukra. These
will be his ten sons. Similar description has
been provided for Raucya and other future
Manvantaras. At that point of time, Raucya the
son of Ruci, would be known as Manu.
Similarly, Bhautya, the son of Bhati shall be
known as Manu. Thereafter, Meru-savarni, the
son of Brahmia shall be known as Manu.
Besides them Rta, Rtadhdmi and Visvaksena
will also be known as Manus.
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The Manus rule over the earth for 994 yugas
(in other words the duration of each one of the
fourteen Manus, extends upto seventy one
divine yrgas). Thus all of them during their
period of rule, create the mobile and immobile
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world, are freed with Brahma at the end of the
kalpa.
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O Brahmanas, thus all the Manus, are reborn
after a thousand yugas one after the other and
get destroyed as well. Brahma and other gods
on the other hand achieve the Sayujya devotion
of Visnu. This process shall be repeated even in
future.
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