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Matsya Puranam

CHAPTER 61

The birth of Agastya and the dialogue
between Narada and Siva
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Narada said- Siva! There are named the
following seven regions of the Devas, viz.,
Bhuh, Bhuvah, Svah, Manah, Janah, Tapah,
Satyam,
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How may perfection be obtained in
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succession over these lokdas and how one may
obtain in this earth prosperity, beauty, long life
and blessing. Please also explain to me how
they become blessed with fortune, beauty and
wealth?
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Siva said- Formerly, a fearful fire was
ablaze on this earth accompanied with a strong
wind. The friction caused by the wind produced
the fire for the destruction cf the demons, at the
command of Puruhiita (Indra).
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That terrific fire reduced many demons to
ashes, when Tarakasura, Kamalaksa,
Kaladanstra, Pardvasu and Virocana fled from
their warfare with the Devas.
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They all plunged themselves into the waters
of the sea and took up their abode there, where
fire with the help of air could not consume
them.
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Afterwards, the demons began to come out
of the waters and persecute the Devas, men,
sages and other living beings, and disappear
again into the sea.
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In that way, the demons asserted their
boldness for twelve thousand years and
continued their campaign of persecuting the
three worlds, for a period of five or seven years
at a time, by taking shelter in the fortress of the
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ocean.
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Later on, Indra directed the fire and the wind
to dry up the ocean in the following words : Dry
up this receptacle of water quickly.
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“Because it shelters my foes. They have
taken their refuge in the home of Varupa. It
should therefore be dried up as quick as
possible.
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Hearing that mandate of Indra, both fire and
wind said to Him, the destroyer of Sambara- “It
would be a great sin to destroy the ocean.
Because innumerable beings had made it their
home, and the destruction of the ocean meant
their annihilation along with it, therefore, we, O
Purandara, cannot do it. Lacs and lacs of beings
inhabit the ocean, within the space of every
yojana. It was not meet for us to annihilate
them. What fault have they done to be
destroyed. O chief of the Devas.”
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Hearing the speech of the fire and the wind,
Indra became full of wrath. His eyes turned
crimson red, and it appeared as if He was going
to eat up both fire and wind. In his rage, he said.
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“There is no question of Dharma or
Adharma where Immortals are concerned, and
your glory is still more high. O Agni and Vayu!
Since you have violated my injunction and have
adopted the duties of the Munis not to injure
any being, and since you have leaned towards
the enemies who are devoid of religion and
politics, losing sight of duty and Sastra;
therefore You, O fire, will now be born by
assuming one body along with Maruta, among
the mortals, in the form of a sage. In that form
of the sage Agastya, you will dry up the ocean,
after which you will again come back to your
Divine form.”
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After thus being cursed by Indra, both of

them fell on the earth, where they were jointly
born out of the pitcher by the seeds of Mitra
Varupi and came to be known as Agastya— the

younger brother of Vasistha, and one of the
most renowned ascetics.
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Narada asked Siva how Agastya became the
brother of Vasistha, and how Mitra Varuna

became his father and how the sage Agastya
was born out of the pitcher?
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Siva said that, once upon a time Lord Vignu,
the son of Dharma, began to practise rigid
asceticism on the summit of the Gandhamadana
mountain. Indra being afraid of His austerities,
sent a group of nymphs in company of the
Vernal-season and Cupid to distract Him from
His penances and destroy His austerities.
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The Lord Hari was not in any way moved by
the songs and music, gestures and tones of the
Cupid and the spring, nor was his mind
attracted to external objects.
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Finding the Lord remaining firm, the agents
of Indra began to shiver with fear, when the
Lord, in order to further bewilder them,
produced from His thigh a damsel of exquisite
beauty, fascinating the dwellers of the three
worlds.
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Seeing whom, all the Devas, along with
Cupid and spring, became enamoured of her,
when the Lord said to them, in the presence cf
the Apsaras.
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“This is the nymph Urvasi, O Devas! And I

| have created her to become the head of all

Apsards.”
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Then the God Mitra called ber, and asked
her to enjoy with Him, which she accepted.
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Afterwards, the lotus-eyed Urvasi, while

moving in the sky slowly, was caught by
Varuna, who slowly pulled her by her cloth, at
which she told Him: “Your action is not proper.
Because I have accepted Mitra first, and
consequently I cannot be your wife, O Varuna.”

Varuna told her, “Keep me atleast in your
favour and then go elsewhere.”
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She replied— “All right.” When Mitra heard
this, he cursed her: “You go down to the world
of the mortals and be married to the son of
moon, Budha because you have followed the
ways of a courtezan.” Saying that, both Varuna
and Mitra threw their seed in a pitcher of water,
out of which two sages (Agastya and Vasistha)
came out.
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Once upon a time King Nimi was playing
with women the game of dice, where Vasistha,
the son of Brahma, chanced to go. At that time
the king did not show his respect to the sage, at
which the latter got annoyed and cursed him to
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become bodyless, and the king also pronounced
another curse on the sage.

IFFYIUTeY FEIfeNTY 3 S
THG: PSS RO S| ufe 3 i
They both became bereft of reason, as it
were, through the curse of each other, and went

to Brahmd, the Lord of the Universe, to remedy
the effects of the curses.
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With the orders of Brahma, Nimi entered the
eyes of the mankind, and this causes them to
open their eyes; but when Nimi takes rest, they
close their eyes; and hence this shutting and
closing of the eyes is called winking or nimesa.
Vasistha, similarly, entered that pitcher of water
and was born out of it and after him the sage
Agastya was born, of the same pitcher, of white
colour, with four hands, sacred thread,
kamandalu and garland.
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The sage Agastya went to the Malaya
mountain, along with his better half and began
to practise rigid austerities, surrounded with a
number of other sages, according to the rules of
forest-dwellers, hermits.
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A long time after, the sage Agastya, seeing
the world oppressed by the demon Tarakasura,
drank the ocean.
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Then Siva and other gods alongwith Brahma
and Visnu went to grant him a boon and asked
him to seek any boon he wished.
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Agastya said— “I wish to have the privilege
of moving about in the Viminas on the
Daksinacala muont, till a thousand Brahma
come and go in turn for twentyfive crores of
times; and those who worship me at the time of
the appearance of my plane, should be the
monarchs of all the seven realms, till the time of
the re-establishment of fresh sovereignty in the
seven climes.”
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Lord Siva said— “It will be so;” and
afterwards all the Devas went back to their
respective regions. It is therefore proper for
every sensible man to give a libation of water
(arghya) to the sage Agastya.
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Narada said— “How should a libation of

water be offered to the sage Agastya; be pleased
to explain to me the ways of worshipping him.”
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The Lord said— The learned should get up
early in the morning, with the rising of Agastya
and bathe in water mixed with white sesamum

and should wear garland of white flowers and -
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white clothes.
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And then a good pitcher, free from
perforations, should be placed, after decorating
it with flowers, clothes, and filled in with

Paficaratna! and having a pot, full of clarified
butter, put on top of it.
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Afterwards, a golden image, of the size of a
thumb, with extensive arms and four heads,
should be made and placed on top of the
pitcher; and then, after filling it in with sapta-
dhanya? and decorating with cloth.
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It should be given away to a Brahmana,
along with a vessel of bell metal, rice, shell and
then the image of gold should be given away in
charity, with the devotee's face tumed towards
the south.
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The devotee, if he can afford it, should give
away a milch cow, along with her calf, after
getting her hoofs covered with silver, and horns
covered with gold and wearing a bell round her
neck, to a Brdhmana.

1. Lit. five gems.
2. Seven grains.





