Siva-Mahﬁpurﬁnam

CHAPTER 8
Shattering the pride of Brahmi
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Thereafter, giva, in order to shatter the

pride of Brahma, produced an astonishing type
of a person from out of his eyebrows.
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Soon after his emerging, he offered his
salutation to lord Siva in the battle ground

itself and asked him, “O Lord, what have I to
do? You kindly get me the command at once.”
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Siva said, “O Bhairava, you better, adore

Brahma, the primeval lord of the earth, with a
sharp edged sword (or kill him)”.
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On hearing this Rudra caught hold of the
hair of Brahma’s head in his hand, and

severed his fifth head which told the untruth
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and got ready to kill him.
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Then your father- Brahma, shedding away
the costumes and ornaments besides the scarf,
having grey hair, started shaking like the
banana leaves or the leaves of the creeper and
fell down over the feet of Bhairava.
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Looking at the precarious condition of
Brahma, shedding tears over the feet of lord
Siva, folding both his hands, he spoke in
sweet tongue in the same way a child speaks
to his father.
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Lord Visnu said, “O Lord Siva, by your
grace, Brahma had been awarded five heads

by you, out of which one has been destroyed.
Therefore you be merciful over Brahma,
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When Siva was so prayed by Visnu, then
he stopped Bhairava from proceeding further

(in cutting of his remaining heads) and said,
“Don’t punish Brahma any further.
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Then Siva said to Brahma, who had been
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deprived of a head, “You played a trick in
order to earn your worship in the world and
becoming its lord.
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Therefore no one on earth, would adore
you, honour you or arrange for the festivities
in the world in your name.” At this Brahma
said, “O Lord, you always bestow the boons.
You be pleased with me today. With the
severed head, I consider it to be the salutation
at your feet.
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O Lord, you are the close relative of the
universe. O Visvayoni, you tolerate the

blemishes. O holder of the great bow, O Siva,
salutation to you.
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Siva said, “O Son, the entire universe
would get destroyed by fighting, without a
king. Therefore, you award punishments to the
culprits and carryon the burden of the earth.
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I give you a boon which is difficult to get.
You should accept it. You would be the
preceptor for the Vedic yajnas and those
propounded by the Smyiis.
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Without you the entire yajfia, would
become infructuous.” Thereafter lord Siva
addressing the ketak? flowers who appeared as
a false witness, said, “O wicked ketaki flower,
you disappear to a far off place. From today
onwards, I would not like you to be offered at
the time of my adoration.”
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At these words spoken by Siva, the gods

started removing ketaki flowers and other
related species from their vicinity.
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Then the ketaki flower said, “O Master,
with your present curse on me my birth on
earth would become infructuous. Therefore
you kindly forgive me for my sin and allow
my life to be successful.
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With the mere reciting of your name all the
sins committed innocently or deliberately are
washed out. Then after having an audience
with you, how could the sin of speaking
untruth remain?”
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When the ketaki flower, thus spoke to Siva
in the assembly, then the lord said, “You have

become unfit to be offered to me because my
words cannot be untrue.
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But Visnu and all other gods would accept
you as their offering and your life would be
successful. You would be used for the making
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of the mandapa for me.

over Brahmai, Visnu and the ketaki flower,
after having been praised by all the gods, was
seated in the assembly.
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