SIVA-MAHAPURANAM
Rudra Sarmhita
(1) Srsti Khanda

CHAPTER 1
Question by the Sages
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Visnu Prayer :-

I offer my salutation to lord giva, the
spouse of the goddess Gauri, who happens to
be the sole cause of the creation, maintenance
and the destruction of the universe, the one
who is well aware of all the tattvas, who is of
endless renown and has the refuge in Mdya
(illusion), such a lord of Gauri, possesses
endless glory, unthinkable beauty, form of
wisdom, and the spotless one.
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I offer my salutation to lord Siva, who is
beyond Prakrti, without beginning, extremely
calm and quiet, the best among the Purusas,
who has created this universe with tOhe help
of his Maya, and is lodged inside and outside
the same.
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He is the one, who dwells in the hearts of

all in a subtle form, who creates the universe
without the help of anyone else and around
whom, the universe rotates as the iron rotates
around the magnet.
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Vydsa said-
After offering my salutation to Siva- the
father of the universe and Parvati, the mother

of the universe, besides Ganesa, their son,
now I narrate Rudra Sambhita.
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Once all the sages Saunaka and others of

Nemisaranya, asked Sata, with utmost
devotion”,
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The Sages said-

“In the Sadhya Sadhara Khanda of
Vidyesvara Sarnhita, there is a story which has
been listened by us with devotion. It happens
to be the first and delightful compendium,

which is dear to the devotees attracting their
minds.
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O Blessed Sata, Let you enjoy your life for

long, quite comfortably because you narrate to
us the best story of Siva.
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We do not feel satisfied by consuming the

nectar of wisdom. O Sinless one, we intend to
ask something more from you.
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O Omniscient one, by the grace of Vyasa,
you have achieved contentment. No event of
the three times (past, present and future)
remains unknown to you.
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With your total devotion towards your
preceptor Vyasa, and with his grace you have
attained knowledge of everything and have
known well all the subjects, making your life a
success.
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O Learned one, now you kindly describe
the best form of Siva and the divine events of
the life of Siva and Parvati.
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Lord Siva has the Nirguna or absolute
form, (devoid of attributes). When does he
take to Saguna form in the world? We are

unable to know about the true form of Siva
inspite of serious deliberations.
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How was Siva lodged in his own form, at

the start of the universe and how did he sport
in the middle of the creation.

e ° & 39 u fasfa m@a)
Y WA A TG ARG N LN

167

How does Siva behave at the end of the
creation. How could Siva, the benevolent one,
could be pleased.
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What type of reward is bestowed by Siva,
when he gets pleased with his devotees. You
kindly speak out to us in detail.
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We have heard that lord Siva is pleased
quickly. Because of the compassion he is
unable to bear the labour undertaken by the
devotee for his sake.
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All the three gods viz.: Brahma, Visnu and
Mahesa have emerged from the limbs of Siva.
Mahesa is Siva himself possessing all his
amgas (substrata of elements) distinct from
Mahesa.
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O Lord, you kindly enlighten us about his
manifestation and his life story. You kindly
narrate the same to us. You tell us about the
birth of Uma and her marriage with Siva as
well.
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On Sinless one, you particularly describe
about their house-hold and narrate other
activities.”
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Vyasa said-

“Thus listening to the question of the
sages, Stita was pleased, and meditating upon
the lotus like feet of Siva, he spoke to the
sages.”
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Siita said-

“O Sages, you have put me a very good
question. Therefore all of your are graceful, by
your own wisdom, you are always devoted to
the story of Siva.
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The listening to the story of Siva, purifies

three types of people viz.: the speaker, the one
who enquires, an the listener.
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O Brahmanas, except for the killer of the
animals, who could be averse to the hearing of
the glory of Siva, which delights three types of
people.
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The glory of lord Siva sung by a person
without any lust, desire, or greed, is the best
remedy for the ailments of the world, which
pleases the eyes as well as the ears.
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O Brahmanas, I am narrating the sports of
Siva according to my wisdom and your

question. All of you should listen to it with
respect.
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Siva-Mahapuranam
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The way you have asked the question to
me today, similarly having been inspired by
Siva and Hari, Narada had once asked the
same question from Brahma.
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Brahmi, the devotee of §iva, listening to
the words of Narada, which delighted him,
pleasing Narada narrated the glory of lord
Siva.
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Vyiasa said, “The learned Brahmanas, on

hearing the words of Stta, became eager to

know more of the conversation and they asked
him.” The sages said, “O best of the devotees

-of Siva, O Siita, the fortunate one, listening to

your pleasant words, our mind has become
curious. When was this pleasant conversation
between Brahma and Narada held, in which
the sports of Siva were narrated? O Dear one,
you tell us about the story that emerged from
the conversation between Brahma and Narada.
What were the questions and how were they
answered? Please enlighten us.”
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On hearing these words of the sages, of
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noble wisdom, Siita was very much pleased,
and he spoke out everything about the said
conversation.
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