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CHAPTER 2
Glory of the Purina
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Saunaka said-

“O Magnanimous one, you are well aware

~of the supreme rattva, therefore you are quite

graceful because you have narrated the divine
story to us, which indeed is surprising.

revafaeret uyfgfaanta
Toraeas= T e T gATSgaATl 1
This wonderful story, listened to by us is

bound to destroy all the sins, purifies the mind
and pleases lord Siva at the same time.
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There is nothing comparable in the
universe with this story. We have surely learnt
about it.
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O Suta, with the mere hearing of this story,
which one of the sinners are not relieved of

their sins? You kindly grace us by telling the
same.”
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Sata said, “Such of the people who always
remain engaged in sinful ways, and wicked
activities, who are degraded by nature and are

always engaged in worldly passions, even they
are purified with the hearing of this story.
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The recitation of Siva-Purdna and listening

to it, both are said to by jAdna-yajias. With
these, a person achieves all the pleasures
during the present birth and salvation after this
birth or after death. The complete recitation of
this Purdna, destroys all types of sins and
delights lord Siva.
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The greedy persons, indulging in
falsehood, those denouncing the parents,
deceitful ones and the killers of the human
beings, are also relieved of all the sins by
listening to the Siva-Purdna, getting purified.
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Such of the people who have fallen from
their Varndsrama dharma or have fallen from
their race, who are full of jealousy, such
people also with he performing of the jidana-
yajAa of Siva-Purdna are completely purified.
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The deceitful people and those who are
cruel by nature, are also purified in jidna-
yajiia in Kaliyuga.
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Siva-Mahipurinam

Those who maintain their bodies usurping
the wealth of the Brahmanas, and are always
engaged in incestual practices or adultery,
such people also get purified by joining the
jAana-yajiia of Siva-Purdna in the age of Kali
or listening to this Purdna.
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The people who always perform sinful
deeds, are wicked, and of degraded nature, are
also purified with jAdna-yajria during the age
of Kali.
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The people full of blemish, the evil minded
ones, who are disturbed by nature, are also
relieved of all the sins, by participating in the
JAana-yajiia in the age of Kali.
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With the listening of this Mahdpurdana and
also by reading it, the terrific sins are washed
out and the person enjoying all the pleasures
in this world, achieves salvation ultimately,
pleasing lord Siva at the same time.

IEETEHHAETd Ja)
TE FUTHEIT QORI 9%

In this connection a historical episode is
being narrated; listening to which all the grave
sins are washed out.
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In the city of Kirata, there was an illiterate
Brahmana who was very poor and earned his
living by selling of juice. He never cared for
listening to Purdnas or visiting temples, or to
perform other religious activities.
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He never took his bath, performed sandhya
or other noble deeds. He was known by the
name of Devardja and he used to cheat
everyone including his own faithful people.
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This Devaraja kept on fighting with
Brahmanas, Ksatriyas, Vaisyas and Stdras,
and usurped their riches on one pretext or the
other by beating them.
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In this way, he collected a lot of money by
evil ways, but that sinful person did not spend
even a small amount for religious works.
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Once the said Brahmana went to a tank for
taking his bath, finding a whore named

Sobhivati there, he was infested with passion
and became anxious.
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Finding that a rich Brdhmana had been
attracted towards her the whore was very

much pleased. He also got delighted by
conversing with her. '
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Devaraja on the other hand intended to
take her as his wife and she also wanted to be
his wife. Thus having been influenced with

the passions, both of them kept on wandering
for a long time.
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Both of them started behaving like a

husband and wife while sleeping, eating,
drinking and several other types of sports.
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The parents of Devaraja besides his wife
tried to dissuade Devaraja from following the
evil path, but he did not listen to them.
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One Devaraja, snatched away the riches of
his parents and his wife killing them when
they were asleep.
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All the riches Devaréja snatched from his
parents and wife were given over by him to

the whore towards whom he had fallen in
love.
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Devaraja ate the things, the use of which
was prohibited for the Brahmanas, which
always increased rajoguna (the cause of vice)
and tamoguna (property of darkness). He
started taking of wine as well and started
eating with her in the same vase.
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As luck would have it, the sinful Brahmana
once reached a city named Pratisthana, where
he found a Siva temple surrounded by the
ascetics,
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Reaching the temple, the Brahmana caught
high fever. Therefore, he was forced to stay
there, where he started listening to Sivakatha
daily from the Brahmanas of that place.
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Thus listening to the story of éiva, the
Brahmana died in a month’s time. The
messenger of Yama arrived and binding him
in fetters, carried him to the abode of Yama.
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At the same time the ganas of Siva, clad in

white garments, holding tridents in their
hands, applying ashes over their entire bodies
and wearing the garland or rosaries of
Rudraksa arrived from Sivaloka. But without
finding the body of the Brahmana, they got
angry and proceeded on to the abode of Yama.
They scolded the messengers of Yama,
beating them at the same time. They got
Devardja released from their fetters. They
made the Brahmana board the surprising type
of plane and got ready to take him to Kailasa.
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A tumult arose in the middle of the city,
hearing which the Dharmaraja himself came
out of his abode. Thereafter, Yama, finding

the messengers to resemble Rudra, adored all
the four messengers appropriately.
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Yamardja came to know of the factual
position by means of his divine sight, but he
did not discuss the matter, out of fear with the
messengers of Siva. After the adoration of the
Siva’s ganas by Yama, they proceed on to
Kailasa, where they handed over Devardja to
the compassionate Siva and Parvatr.
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This story of Siva-Purana is graceful and
auspicious, listening to which even the sinful
persons achieve salvation.
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Sadasiva happens to be Mahdsthdna,

Paramadhama and Paramapada which is

conceived to be the highest place by the
learned people well-versed in the Vedas.
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The sinful person, who under the influence
of greed, killed many of the Brahmanas,
Ksatriyas, Vaidyas and Sudras, besides his
wife and the parents, who was a drunker, such
a sinful Devardja was purified in the Siva
temple in a moment.
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