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CHAPTER 8
Creation of the universe for the sports
of Siva
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The Rsis spoke, ‘‘How is the length of age
measured presently? What is the upper limit
of time in the form of number?
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Vayudeva said, ‘‘The first measure of life
is nimesa, while its upper limit is Samkhyatita.
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The time which is spent in the dropping of

an eyelid or the winking, is taken to be
nimesa. Fifteen nimesas form a kastha.
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Thirty kasthas form a kala while thirty
kalas form a muhurta. The day as well as
night comprise of thirty muhirta.
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A month has two fortnights or thirty days
and nights. The two fortnights are called the
bright and dark fortnights. A month
constituting the bright and dark halves is one
day of the manes.
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There are two ayanas of six months each,
which collectively make or year. This is the
year according to the human standards.
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This one year is taken to be day and night
for the gods, which has been ordained by the
Sastras. Daksinayana stands for the nights,
while the uttarayana stands for the day.
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A month of gods is equivalent to thirty

years of the humans. Such twelve months
comprise on year for the gods.
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Three hundred and sixty human years
make one divine year of the gods.
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The calculation of yugas is based on the
same divine years. The people of learnings
have conceived to be four yugas in the land of
Bharata.
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These  yugas comprise  Satyayuga,
Tretayuga, Dvépara and the Kaliyuga.
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Out of these yugas, Satyayuga comprises
of four thousand divine years. The period of
four hundred vears, canstitutes the intervening

junction and a hundred year period constitute
Sandhydnsa or a subdivision of the junction.
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In the three other yugas, their Sandhyas
and their Sandhydansas, the thousands and the
hundreds get reduced by one.
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In this way the twelve thousand years and
the surplus period constitute a Caturyuga. A
thousand Caturyugas constitutes a Kalpa.
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Seventy one Caturyugas constitute a
Manvantara. There are fourteen Manvantara
in a Kalpa.
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Accordingly hundreds and thousands of
such kalpas and Manvantaras have passed by
this time.
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They are quite innumerable and their exact
number could hardly be known. It is therefore
difficult to highlight them individually in a
precise order.
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Brahma's one day is equivalent to a kalpa.
He is of unmanifest origin. A thousand kalpas
make a year of Brahma.
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A Brahma's yuga comprises of eight
thousand Brahma years. A thousand Brahma
yugas make on Savana of Brahma.
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Brahma's life span consists of three

thousand and three Savanas.
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A day of Brahma's life constitute the life of

fourteen Indras. A month of his life constitutes
life span of four hundreds and twenty Indras.
A year of his life has five thousand and forty
Indras, while in his entire life span, he has
face five hundred and forty thousand Indras.
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A day of Visnu is the life time of Brahma.
A day of Rudra is equivalent to the life time of
Visnu. A day of Siva is equivalent to life
period of Rudra. A day of Sadasiva is life
period of Siva. A day of Saksar Siva is the life
period of Sadasiva. The life time of Sadasiva
is equal to the life period of five hundred and
forty thousand of the previous deities.
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This function of time has been directed by
Saksat Siva. O Brahmanas, this is the time of
creation as mentioned by me.
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This Kalantara shall be known as a day of

Paramesvara. Parame$vara's night shall be
known to extend so long.
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His day is the period of creation, while his
night is the period of dissolution. However, it

should be clearly understood that he has
neither day or night as are known to us.
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This performance is only for the benefit of
the people. The people, Prajapati, their
images, the gods, demons, the sense organs,
the pleasures of the sense organs,
Paficamahabhiitas, Tanmatrdas, Bhitas and
others, function only during the day of
Paramesvara and they vanish at the end of the
day. Then the universe is created at the end of
the night. ‘
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The salutation to the great lord Siva, the
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soul of the universe, whose energy in respect
of activity, time and innate nature, is beyond
transgression and under his command the
whole universe functions.
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