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Pulastya said- The gods defeated by Mahisa
left their respective places and appeared
before Laksmipati (S11 Visnu) under lead of
lord Brahma with their respective carriers
(vahanas) and weapons.
T ey foer: R
et wigrETE f
TgT o o fafgamet
PEcetonteiieae el
They saw there lord Visnu and Sarikara
seated together. They saluted them and
described the heinous acts being committed by
Mabhisa etc. demons.
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(They said) O sovereign gods! The demon
Mahisa has confiscated the rights of
Asvinikumidras, sun, moon, wind, fire,
Brahma, Varuna, Indra etc. gods and expelled
us all from the heaven. We are all compelled
to live on the earth.
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We request you both for delivering a
suitable suggestion as we are now sheltered by
you and reported the matter completely. In
case you give no care to us, we all cruelly
beaten in battle by that demon will descend to
Chapter 18 the nether world immediately and just today
Description of Greatness of Goddess itself.
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Murari with Sarikara heard their report and
the determination and saw that they were very
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anxious and in gloom. Avyayatma Hari then
was filled with anger. His face was blazing
like Kalagni.
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As a result of anger built up in the minds of

Madhusiadana, Sarikara, Pitimaha and Indra
etc. gods, rays came out from their mouths.
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O hermit! That splendour (ray) was
crystallised like the ridge of a mountain in the
asrama of Katyayana hermit. That hermit
processed (upabrhana) that splendour.
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The crystallised splendour of all gods and
duly processed start glowing like several
thousand suns. Such combination of splendour
gave birth to caprice and to a huge-eyed and
purified body, a goddess called Katyayani.
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The furious splendour of Mahesvara framed
her mouth, the splendour of fire fixed her
three eyes, the splendour of Yama originated

her hair and the splendour of Hari originated
her eighteen arms.
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The splendour of moon originated her
compact breast, the splendour of Indra
originated her loin and the splendour of
Varuna originated her thighs, pubic regions
and legs.
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The splendour of Brahma (lokapitimaha)
originated her two feet analogous to lotus
petals, toes on feet by the splendour of Aditya

and hand fingers originated by the splendour
of Vasus.,
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Her teeth were originated by the splendour
of Prajapati, nose by the splendour of Yaksas,
both ears by the splendour of the wind and
both her brows like the Kdmadeva's bow were
originated by the splendour of Sadhya.
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The great and supreme splendour of hermit
was popularly known as Katyayani and the
goddess so originated became famous in this
universe with the same name viz. Katyayani.
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Trisali gave her a trident, Murari gave a
discus, Varuna gave a conch, fire gave a sakti,
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wind gave a bow and silirya gave two arrow-
stands (tunira) with the undepleting stock of
arrows.
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Indra gave a thunderbolt with a gong, Yama
gave a danda, Kubera gave a mace, Brahma
gave a kamandala with basil garland and Kaila
a gave shield with a sharp edged sword.
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The moon gave a garland with camara, the
ocean gave a garland, Himalaya gave a lion,
Visvakarma gave a cidamani, kundala and an
axe.
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The king of Gandharva gave a silver vessel
used for liquor sipping, the king of serpent
gave a garland of serpents and the seasons
gave an unfading flower garland.
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The three eyed (Katyayani) then was
pleased with the gods and made a peal of
laughter. The prominent gods like Indra,
Visnu, Rudra, moon, wind, fire and sun etc.
began to pray to her.
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Salute to the goddess having a pure body
with a combination (yoga). She is present
everywhere on the earth in the form of sleep.
She is temptation, trapa, hunger, fear, gleam,
obeisance, memory, health, forgiveness,
shade, power, wealth, profession, kindness,
illusion and fallacy. Such a goddess in the
form of universe is saluted.
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The goddess so prayed to gods then rode on
a lion and went to the Vindhya mountain
having highest peaks which once was
restricted from ascending more.
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Narada asked- O sacrosanct soul! Please
tell us for what reason and purpose hermit
Agastya had restricted the ascending peaks of
that mountain?
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Pulastya said- The Vindhya had created a
hurdle for the usual movement of sun god
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long-long ago. This became the cause of pain
for sun and he went before the renowned
hermit Agastya, saluted him and then
requested.
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O Dvija! I have come to you from a distant
place. O king of hermits! rescue me. Endow
me with the desired thing so that I could move
in the sky without the least worry.
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Having heard this cryptic/witty request,
Agastya said- "I will endow you with the
desired thing as no donor returns empty
handed from me."
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This nectar-pouring assurance made the sun
happy and he said with folded hand- "This
mountain is restricting my route today. Hence,
O lord! Do try to curtail the height of
Vindhya."
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Agastya, the pitcher-born sage replied-
"Deem that this mountain has gone down by
me. It will be defeated by virtue of your rays.

How can any pain pinch one who sheltered
me?
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With these words the old Agastya

worshipped god sun humbly and then set out
to see Vindhya.
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The hermit said to the mountain- "I am now
going to see a holy place. I am unable to climb
on your so high body due to old age. Hence,
shrink your body down immediately for which
T urge you.
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The mountain accepted the prayer and
contracted his body, his peaks lost height and
the hermit then easily crossed it to go to the
other side. He then said to the mountain.
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Until T return from that holy place after a
bath safely to my asrama, remain as you are
this time. In case my instruction is violated, I
will curse you for dare consequences.
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With these words, lord Agastya moved to
the south in space immediately and he stopped
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there by saying- "I will come again at an
appropriate time."
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The hermit constructed there a decent
asrama with doors made up of pure gold,
settled there king Vidarbha's daughter
(Lopamudra) and returned to his own asrama.
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That hermit with unique brilliance began to
reside in his sky situated asrama during the
adjacent of several seasons and the rest of

time engrossed himself in penance at
Dandaka.

feransfa ggr W wgEM
ghg 7 aRE v
Tt Frgafa aft faar
T Gt Ty 3
As Vindhya watches those great asramas in
sky, he fears since them of curse if did
endeavour to rise-up. Considering that he still

has not returned, he is existed with down
leaned ridges.

O great hermit! Agastya had pressed down
the highest ridges of Vindhya mountain.
Goddess Durga worshipped by hermits thus
rode at the high ridge of that mountain in
order to kill the Déanavas.
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The gods, siddhas, great serpents,

vidyadhara and all beings including nymphs
started living there happily and they all
worshipped goddess Katyayanl.
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