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Ultika said—

One should disown all shyness during the
sexual intercourse, while singing, while
playing the game of dice, while delivering
discourse in the assembly, while carrying out
the business transactions, while taking food,
while maintaining wealth and while
calculating income and expenses. One should
never sing with a bent body, while being
shrouded under a blanket. While singing
undue manual gestures should not be
displayed. The mouth should not be opened
too wide, nor should the tongue be stretched
out. One should not sing with uplifted hands
or with upturned eyes. While singing, one
should not survey one’s own body nor stare
at another man.
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It is not proper to clap the buttocks while
rising up nor should there be any laughter,

anger or shaking of limbs. The memory
should not be diverted anywhere else.
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O sage of great intellect, in the practice of
music, these trends are not recommended. O
sage, beating of ¢d/a is impossible with a
single hand.
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A hungry, thirsty person should not sing,
nor should be do so in darkness. While
practising the music, such or similar mistakes
should not be committed by a singer.
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Markandeya said—
At the words so spoken by Ultka, the
sage Narada performed practice for a

thousand divine years, according to the
method prescribed by his preceptor Uliika.
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After that period, Narada became
proficient in the expansion of songs and
playing on vind. Then he became well-versed
in the various divisions of the vocal sounds.
Then Narada, the best among the Munis,
became expert in thirty six types of the vocal
sounds and their divisions.
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All the Gandharvas and the Kinnaras, who

had been associated with him, were
extremely delighted at the singing of Narada.
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After completing his knowledge in the
music, the Muni, then said to the music
brothers— “You are well-versed in the art of
music. By keeping your company, I have
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become proficient in the musical lores. O
Acarya, the destroyer of ignorance, what
should I do for you?”

RIECL T o]
T oo SE wee age e’
AT el vfasafd Terga |
A @ I 9T o3 il
TaTEAed A wEften e

The musical brothers said—

O Brahmana, fourteen Manus appear in a
day of Brahma. After his rule, all the /okas
meet with their destruction. Then occurs the
dissolution of the universe. My age extends
upto that period. Upto that time, I enjoy the
auspicious time. O best of sages, whatever is
in your mind, you take it to be my Guru
daksina or the fee of the preceptor.
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Narada said—

“QO intelligent preceptor, let you meet with
welfare. By the end of the kalpa and by the
start of the next kalpa, you would function as
Garuda. Till then, be pleased with me. I shall
depart now.
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Mairkandeya said—
Thus speaking, Narada went to lord

Visnu. Reaching the Svetadvipa, he sang a
song in praise of lord Visnu, listening to

Linga Mahapurana

which, lord Visnu said— “You are still not
above Tumburu in singing. I shall tell you
when you will be better than him (Tumburu).
I shall tell you the time when you will be
better than him.
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Having resorted to Ullka, you have
become perfectly familiar with the topics of
music. During the course of the twenty-eight
cycles of the four yugas of the Vaivasvata
Manu, I shall be born in the family of Yadus
towards the end of Dvipara age. O sage of
great wisdom, I shall be born as Krsna — the
son of Devaki and Vasudeva.
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During that time, you will approach me
and then remind me on the issue. I shall
make you fully endowed with the art of
music.
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I shall make you then equal to Tumburu
or could be ever better than him. Till then,
you practice and teach this art with the gods
and the Gandharvas.” After thus speaking,
lord Visnu disappeared from that place.
Thereafter, the divine sage of high
refulgence, was devoted to Vasudeva.
Thereafter, adorned with all the ornaments,
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being the store house of the fapas, Narada
was engrossed in playing over his lute.

whel fausfiarar addsig=r 4: |

AHY} AT B TN XN

g 9 a9vH G e efa)

AL B T vIETR o=&or: Il ¢y i

With his lute resting over his shoulders, the

righteous sage wandered in the entire universe,
including the worlds of Varuna, Yama, Agni,
Indra, Kubera, Vayu and ISa. The sage who
was well-versed in playing on the vipg,
singing in praise of lord Visnu, visited the
assemblies of these guardians of quarters.
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The Gandharvas worshipped Narada
everywhere, besides the Apsaras. On
reaching the world of Brahma, he found there
the Gandharvas— Hahi and Haha, who were
already present there and were well-versed in
the art of vocal and instrumental music. The
celestial Gandharvas were the bards of
Brahma. In their presence, Narada — the
excellent sage, sang in praise of lord Visnu
and was exceedingly honoured by Visnu.
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After bowing down to Brahma, the
Grandsire of the world, Narada then
wandered the world over as he pleases.
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After the lapse of a long time, the sage
again went to the abode of Tumbury,
carrying his ving with him. Taking his seat
there, he began to sing.
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On observing the seven notes, Sadja etc.

stationed there, the saintly lord departed from
there hurriedly.
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The learned sage of the great intellect

taught this art in different place. By doing so,
the sage felt exhausted, with the exercise.
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Though he had been an expert in the
science of music, he sat staring at the
presiding goddesses of seven notes. But they
did not descend over the lute strings while he
played upon them.
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Thereafter, on the peak of the mountain

I}aivataka, the great sage bowed down to lord
Sri K,rsr;la and told him about what Narayana
in the Svetadvipa had told him formerly in
respect of the excellence of the art of music.
On hearing this, Krsna spoke to Jambavati,
smilingly with jealousy.
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$ri Krsna said— “O gentle lady, teach this

excellent sage, the art of playing on lute in
accordance with the provision of the
scriptures.” She replied with a smile— “As
you say.” Then she taught Narada whatever
was known to her. After a year, Narada
approached Visnu once again, bowed down
to him and stood in front of him. Sri Krsna
then said— “You go to Satyd (Satyabhdma)
and receive further training.”
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Narada said—- “As you say.” Then he

bowed down to the lord and started singing.
The great sage was also trained by her. After
completion of a year, the sage went to the
abode of Rukmini at the advice of lord
Visnu. The excellent sage was addressed by
the ladies and the maid servants— “Though
you have been singing for a long time, you
still do not understand the notes properly.”
Then with great efforts, the sage Narada was
somehow trained by Rukmini, the gracioug
lady for a period of three years. Thereafter,
the sage sang before the presiding ladies of
the svaras and attained harmonious blend
with the strings.
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Linga Mahapurana

Then lord Krsna, the incomprehensible
soul, himself called the great sage and taught
him the excellent art of music.
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Thereafter, the sage Narada, surpassed the
sage Tumburu. The divine sage Narada,
thereafter, danced with joy, bowing to lord
Visnu with respect.
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Lord Visnu then laughed and said- “O
great sage, you have now attained the perfect
knowledge. Having been equipped with the
perfect knowledge pretty well, you now sing
in my presence.”
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When thus urged by Visnu, Narada, acted
accordingly. When Krsna adored Rudra — the
leac}er of the worlds, the sage sang in praise
of Siva at the behest of lord Visnu. He sang
in association of Satyd, Jambavati and
Rukmini as well as Krsna. O excellent king,
Nirada, by this time, had become an expert
on the seven primary notes of music.
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O leading sages, a Brahmana, who sings

the glory of Vasudeva appropriately, surely
attains the world of Visnu. One who sings in
praise of Rudra, will be more excellent,
otherwise, he is sure to fall in the hell. A
person, singing in praise of any one else, will
soon fall in the hell. One who is mentally
devoted to Visnu, besides physically as well,
who sings him and the one who hears his
glory, attains him ultimately. Therefore,

everyone is aware of his being the greatest
lord.
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