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Chapter 18
The auspicious Pasupata vrata
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The Devas said-

Lord Rudra himself represents Brahma,
Visnu and Mahesa. He is Skandha, Indra, all
the fourteen Lokas, Asvini, planets, stars,
constellations, the sky, all the ten directions,
the goblins, the sun, the moon and the eight
planets. He is the life, the tune of Yama or
death as well. He is the past, present and
future, which are created by himself. He is
the universe as well as the truth, salutation to
him.
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O lord, you are the beginning of the
universe, besides being Bhiarbhuvah and
Svah. Ultimately, you are the universal form,
you are the highest place of the universe.
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You are the complete Brahman, you are in
two as well as in three forms. You are
underneath, besides being the lord of the
gods. You are tranquillity, support and
contentment. The hAoma which is performed
in the fire or that which has not been done,
represents you. You are visible as well as
invisible. You are the giver as well as the
non-giver. You are ISvara as well as Kra
(accomplished). You are accomplished as
well as unaccomplished. You are surely Para
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(beyond). You are what has been bestowed as
well as that which has not been bestowed.
You are surely Pard as well as Apard, or in
other words you are senior to the gods as
well as junior to them. You are the final goal
of the good as well as the bad people. You
are Sarikara as well.
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We people consume the Soma juice and
became imperishable. We people can reach
the flame but cannot reach the gods. In
reality, what harm can the enemies cause to
us? Is the death a substitute for eternalship?
This form of Siva is beneficial for the
universe. It is divine, imperishable, subtle
and beyond change.
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It is auspicious and beautiful. It is beyond
control as the wind is beyond the control of
anyone. It is unchanging. It can be grasped
by mind just as the wind is grasped by the
gaseous things. It sportily swallows the
gentle by gentle refulgence of its own.
Salutation to the trident-bearing lord who
puts a stop to everything and grabs
everything.
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Linga Mahapurana
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The deities are stationed in the heart, in
the vital breath. You are the one who is
always present in the heart of every one in
the form of mdtras. You are beyond them.
Your head faces north and the feet are to the
south. You are directly linked to north. You
are eternal Omkdra.
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What is Omkdra, is Prapava itself
pervading everything. You are the Infinite
being ( 74ra), the subtle being (Siksma) and
refulgence called Vaidyuta pertaining to
lightning, the great Brahman; you represent
1$ana, Rudra, Mahesvara — the great Deva.
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Omikara is the one which uplifts. Pranavais
Omkdra because it protects the vital breaths.
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The eternal lord pervades everything.
Hence, he is known as all pervasive. Rudra,
the greatest cause, is infinite because neither
Brahma nor Visnu or others could trace out
his beginning on the end. He is the one who
redeems from the ocean of the worldly
existence and is called 74ra.
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Lord Nilalohtia is subtle and always stays

in the heart in the bodies. He is therefore |

called Stksma or subtle.
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He is of both blue ang red colour, since
both Pradhina and Purusa merge in him.
Since the semen flows from him, he is known
as Sukla.
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Since he is refulgent, he is known as
Vaidyuta. He is supreme Brahman because of
his gigantic nature (Brhattval) or because he

smells up (Brmhapatvat). The lord without a
second is the fourth being. He is Parame$vara.
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We call him I§ana — the heavenly and

lordly eye of the universe. The wise such as
Indra and others adore ISina, on all
occasions. The one who is the lord of lores is
known as I§dna. What the lord views and
causes others to see with his behest, what
should be seen, is knowledge of the soul. The
great lord himself makes people attain yoga.
Lord Mahes§vara — the lord of the Devas is
therefore called Bhagavan.
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It is the great lord MaheS§vara who groups
the world duly. He is the lord of the Devas,
creates everything and resides in them
sportily.
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This lord is present in all the quarters. He
is the one who is born initially and then
enters into the foetus. He is the Om who is
born or the one who will be born. O men of
inferior sight, he stands with his faces all
round.
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He should always be adored. The
unchanging lord from whom the words
recede after not reaching him along with the
mind.
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What the organ of speech utters
laboriously is without grasping him.
Irrespective of his being Para or Apara, he is
the greatest refuge.
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The organs of speech call him omniscient

Nilalohita. The tawny-coloured Siva is the
Purusa. Salutation to him.
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He is the great Rudra and is the whole

universe in the past, present and future, in
many ways, here and there.
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The lord is gold-armed or is the lord of

gold. He is the consort of Uma. The bull-
bannered lord is gold-semened.
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The lord has odd eyes. He is the creator of
the universe. The universe is his vehicle. It is
he who created Brahma as his eternal son and
gave him perfect knowledge revealing the
Atman to him. Those who perceive Rudra as
the sole Purusa after invoking and after
eulogising him, having the form of fire, the
excellent Deva in the middle of the heart, the
lord stationed in the Atman and having the
size of the tip of hair, are self-possessed and

courageous. The everlasting tranquillity
belongs to him and none else.
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The lord is greater than the greatest and
the one who never changes. He is smaller
than the smallest atom and is concealed in
the cavity of the heart of the living beings.
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He is the abode of the universe and is
stationed in the lotus like heart. Since the
cavity is deep within, the lord is lodged deep
within as well as the above.

Linga Mahapurina
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Orikara Paramesvara is of the size of the
tip of the hair. It is in the centre of the subtle

cavity of the heart. He is Rfa — the eternal
law, the greatest cause.
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He is the truthful Brahman. He is the
Purusa of dark tawny colour. He is Virlipiksa

of sublimated sexuality. He is I$ana — the
source of origin of Brahma.
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He is I$ana presiding over the fivefold
physical body. He is ISvara alone, who
occupies the yoni.
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It rests in the prdnas and is termed as the /iriga
of the mind in which live the anger, passion and
forgiveness. Removing the desire which is root
of the worldly attraction, one is established in
Rudra and should concentrate on wisdom.
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He is called Rudra by the people of
wisdom as well as the eternal and everlasting
Paramesvara. He is surely greater than the
greatest or is the greatest of all.
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Brahma should meditate upon Visnu, the
fire god, the wind god as well as Pasupati
who produces the gods. The performer
should purify himself with fire. He should
purify all his limbs separately. Controlling all
the Paricabhiitas, he shall be compressed in
the order of their origin and qualities. At the
outset, the mairds shall be adored, then four,
three and one in due order. Then the deity
shall be meditated upon without any mdtra
without stabilising him at the cerebrum.
Becoming immortal thus, one should perform
the Pasupata rite.
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Now, I shall mention the Pasupata rite in
brief. One shall concentrate properly with the
sacred fire repeating the mantras from Rk,
Yajuh and Saman.
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He should observe fast, remain pure after
taking bath and wear white clothes, white

sacred thread and white garlands. He should
smear the white sandal paste over his body.
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He should perform homa free from
Rajoguna. He should be freed from sins. The
devotee should then repeat the mantra— “May
the five vital airs be sanctified. Let the organs
of speech, mind, feet etc. be purified. Let the
ears, tongue, breath, intelligence, head,
hands, sides, back, belly, calves, penis,
vagina, rectum, scrotum, skin, flesh, blood,
fat, bones, sound, touch, colour, taste, smell
etc. Let these elements be sanctified together
with the fat. Let, by the grace of the will of
Siva, the cooked rice, the vital airs, mind and
perfect knowledge, be purified.” He should
then perform the  sacrifice with ghee,
sacrificial twigs and caru offerings in due
order. Thereafter, he should extinguish the
Rudra fire and take bhasma appropriately.
Repeating the mantra— “Agni etc.”, the
intelligent devotee should wipe off his limbs
and touch them.
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The Pasupata is divine and conducive to
liberation from bondage. It is beneficial to
Brahmanas as well the Ksatriyas.
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It is also beneficial to the appropriate
Vaisyas and particularly to the ascetics. It is
also beneficial to those who have reached the
stage of Vanaprastha or the forest dwellers,
besides the noble householders.





