Matsya Purinam

CHAPTER 10
The story of the king Prthu and the milking
of the cow
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The Rsis asked, “O Siita, it is learnt that
several of the ruler have ruled the country and
have been called as Parthivas or Prthvipatis,
because of their association with the earth. But
how did the name of the earth came to be
known as Prthvi? Why was the earth also

known as gau or cow? You kindly reveal its
secret.
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Sata said, “O Rsis, in the Svayambhuva
dynasty in ancient times, there had been a
Prajapati known by the name of Anga; who
married Sunithd, the daughter of Mrtyu. The
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face of Sunitha was quite ugly, but she gave
birth to a powerful son named Vena who
became a splendid king in due course of time.
But he always engaged himself in evil ways.
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He always indulged in abducting and
seducing others wives. In this way he kept on
spreading adharma in the universe. Then the
rsis humbly prayed Vena to embrace the noble
ways.
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But because of his evil mind, he failed to
agree to their request, then the sages killed him
pronouncing a curse on him.
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The kingdom was thus deprived of a ruler.
The sages then churned the body of Vena,
getting apprehensive of disturbance. First of all
the forces of Mlecchas emerged out of his body.
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The barbarian race black as the soot,
emerged out of the body of Vena due to the evil
qualities of his mother. For the good qualities of
his noble and auspicious father, a most brilliant
figure appeared from the right hand wearing the
armour studded with precious gems and holding
the bow, arrow and a club in both the hands.
This figure emerged out of the body of Vena,
when it was quite carefully churned. He
therefore came to be known as Prthu.
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Though the Brahmanas had crowned him as
the king over the kingdom of his father, but,
still, he pleased lord Visnu performing the
severe fapas. Then he, with the boon of lord
Visnu, conquering all the mobiles and
immobiles of the world, himself became the
lord of the entire universe. When the king found
that the earth was deprived of the Vedic rites, he
was filled with righteous indignation and
endeavoured to destroy it with his infallible
arrow. The earth then shook with fear.
Assuming the form of a cow, she took to flight.
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She was followed by Prthu, the great archer.
Finding that she was being followed by Prthu,
the earth felt exhausted and standing there at a
particular place, she spoke, “What should I do
to please you, O Lord?” At this Prthu said, “O
Noble one, you at once bestow the best of the
king to the mobile and immobile world.”
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On hearing this, the earth said, “All right, it
will be done accordingly. With the consent of
the earth as cow, Prthu made Sviayambhuva
Manu as a calf and milked the cow in his own
hand cup. The milched material became the

spotless cereals, which made the people to
remain alive.
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Thereafter the process of milking the cow

was started. The Rsis also milked the same cow.
At that point of time moon was turned as a calf,
Brhaspati became the milkman, Vedas became
the vases and the milked material was the fapas.
The gods also milked the cow, when Mitra
became the milkman and Indra became the calf,
while the prowess was the essence as milk. At
the time of the milking of the cow, golden was
the vase of the gods.
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Then Antaka also milked the cow, when
Yama became the calf, Svadha was the juice,
the manes had the vase of silver. In the milking
of the cow by the nagas, Dhrtarastra became the
milkman, Taksaka, the lord of serpents became
the calf, gourd was the vase, while pdyasam or
poison was the milked material.
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The demons also milked the cow. They
milked Maya used for the torture of Indra in the
vase of iron. In that case Virocana, the son of
Prahlada became the calf. Dvimardha had been
the milkman, and pressed out Maya in an iron
pot.
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Yaksas also milked the cow with the desire

of becoming invisible. For this purpose, they

made Kubera the calf and milked the cow in the
vase of clay.
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The goblins as well as the pretas milked the
cow yielding a terrific flow of blood. For this
purpose, Raupyandbha, a goblin, functioned as
a milkman, the goblin Sumali became the calf.
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The apsaras as well as the Gandharvas,
making Caitraratha as the calf milked the
fragrance of the earth in a lotus leaf from the
earth. During this exercise, a Gandharva
Vararuci, the excellent dancer became the
milkman. The mountains milked the precious
gems as well as the divine ausadhis from the
cow. Sumeru, the great mountain was used as
the milkman, while Himavan acted as a calf.
The vase was like the mountain.
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The trees milked the power of regermination
even after being lopped off, in a leaf of Palasa
(Butea frondosa). For this purpose Sila
(Shorearobusta) was made the milkman ar:a the
fig tree officiated as a calf. In the same manner,
everyone who milked the earth, received the
desired fruit.
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During the rule of the king Prthu, the people
had long life, were quite well off and wealthy.
No one was poor at that time. There were no
ailments and no one indulged in the evil ways.



Chapter-11

During the rule of the king Prthu, there were no
misfortunes or dangers and the people were free
from sufferings and enjoyed a comfortable life.
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The valorous Prthu, getting inspired with the
welfare of the people, raised the huge
mountains with the bow and made the surface
even.
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During the rule of Prthu, there were no
cities, towns or the forts, nor did the people
carry the weapons for self protection. The
ailments were totally absent; the science of
political economy was unknown and had been
neglected having no importance. All the people
performed their duties and the prescribed rites.
There was no trace of greed in them and they
were all devoted to dharma. O Rsis, thus, I have
narrated the story of the milking of the cow by
Prthu and the milking vases, in which the milk
was poured.
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Whatever things are desired by the people,
they should make offering of the same in the
yajiias as well as in the Sraddhas! of the manes.

1. The Nirpaya Sindhu, in a passage referred to by
Colebrooke (4s. Res. VIL) specifies the following
Sraddhas : 1. The Nitya or perpetual; daily offerings
to ancestors in general; 2. The Naimittika or
occasional; as the Ekoddista or obsequial offerings
on account of a kinsman recently deceased; 3. The
Kamya, voluntary; performed for the
accomplishment of a special design (sifiafagd); 4.
The Vrddhi; performed on occasions of rejoicing or
prosperity; 5. The Sapindana; offerings to all
individual and to general ancestors; 6. The Parvana
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Thus the story of the milking of the earth has

been narrated by me, by which the earth had
become the daughter of Prthu. Therefore,
because of the immense love of Prthu, the earth
came to be known as Prthvi, by the learned
people.
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