Chapter-53

these eighteen Puranas, to the extent of 4 lacs of
Slokas, to my father and my father explained me
and now I have described the same to you.
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The venerable sage has abridged the Purinas
for the sake of the good of this world;
otherwise, the entire Purdna existing in the
Devaloka, contains a hundred crore $lokas.
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Upapuranas— (1) Narasimha— 1 shall now
tell you about the difference between the
Puranas that exist in the universe and the
secondary Puranas. There is a mention of
Narasirhha in the Padma Purana, and the 18,000
Slokas (dealing with the history of Narasirhha)

forms the Narsirhha Purina (which is one of the
secondary Purinas).
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(2) Nandr upapurana— Where Kartika has
described the glory of the great goddess Nanda
(the portion dealing with that), is known as the
Nandi Purana.
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(3) Samba upapurdna— That Purana in
which Lord Siva, taking His most noble
consort, Gauri, as his audience, has related
about the future, as found in the Bhavisya
Purana and also is styled by the sages as Samba
Purana.
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(4) Aditya upapurana— The learned who
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know, say that the recitation of the list of the
Puranas dealing with the ancient Kalpa, is
conducive to glory, fame and long life. This is
the order of the Purinas, as described above.
Similarly, the Aditya Upapurina is also
mentioned therein.
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O Rsis! The secondary Puranas have been
deduced from the original eighteen Puranas.’
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The following are the five characteristics of
the Purinas : They describe (1) the creation of
the universe, (2) its genealogy and dissolution,

(3) the dynasties, (4) the Manvantaras, (5) the
dynastic chronicles.
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The Puranas, with these five characteristics,
sing the glory of Brahma, Visnu, the Sun and
Rudra, as well as they describe also the creation
and dissolution of the Earth.
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The four Vargas (Dharma, Artha, Kdma and
Moksa) have also been described in all the

Puranas, along with evil consequences
following from sin.
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1. Like the eighteen Puranas, Upapuranas are also in
eighteen numbers, But this Purana gives the names
of only five Upapuranas.
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In the Sattvika Puranas, there is largely a
mention of Hari's glory. In the Rajas Purdnas
there is the greater mention of Brahma's glory.
In the Tamasika Puranas, there is a mention of
Siva and Agni's glory. In all kinds of Puranas,
of all the three attributes, the glory of Sarasvati
and the pitrs have been described.
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The great sage Vyasa, after compiling the 18
Puranas, indulged in the composition of the
storv of Mahabharata, in order to magnify their
bulk, which was an addition to the Puranas, by
another lakh of slokas. And in which he has
condensed the sense of the Vedas.
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The glorious story of Ramayana, sung by the
sage Valmiki, at the instance of Brahma, also
extends to a hundred crore of slokas.
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Brahma narrated the original Ramayana to
Narada; the latter revealed it 1o Valmiki, who
gave it to the world, and which is a means of
giving BDharma, Kama and Artha. And in which

way the famous epic exists in the world, and
contains 5,25,000 slokas.
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The learned know of the Puranas of the
ancient Kalpa. The recitation of this list of the
Puranas is conducive to prosperity, fame and

long life. He who reads or listens to it, gets
wealth, reputation, long life and emancipation.

Matsya Purdnam

g fuqumafieee =@
T2 O SSEgAId o
fret fad wwed =@ gEmne s
This list is the most sacred. It is the giver of
fame and the destroyer of sins. It is very dear to

the pitrs and is prized by the Devas as a nectar.
It is external and destroyer of sin of all men.
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