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Chapter 1
Description of Lingodbhava form
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Salutation to Brahma, Visnu and Siva,
who are the cause of the creation, sustenance
and destruction, who are the foremost and the
lord of Purusa, being the supreme soul.
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Once, the sage Narada, after adoring Siva

at the sacred places like Sailesa, Sangamesvara,
Hiranyagarbha, Svarlina, Avimukta, Mahalaya,
Raudra, Gopreksaka, Pasupata, Vighnesvara,
Kedara, GomaytkeSvara, Hiranyagarbha,
Chandresa, Jsanya, Trivistapa, Sukre$vara
and other holy places, reached the sacred
place of Naimisaranya.
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The people of Naimisa felt delighted on
the arrival of Narada. They honoured him

well after welcoming him and provided him
with an appropriate seat.
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Narada also took his seat delightfully so

provided to him. Having been thus adored by
the sages appropriately, Narada discussed with
them wonderful stories, together with the
glory of the Sivalirigas. At the same time, the
sage Stta, who was well-versed in the Puranas
himself arrived in order to worship the sages,
in the Naimisaranya. The dwellers of
Naimisaranya welcomed him with the
recitations of stutis and songs, because he
happened to be the pupil of (Romaharsana)
Krsnadvaipayana Vyasa. Therefore, all the
sages of Naimisa became desirous of listening
to the stories of the Puranas. Then they
enquired from the sage Stita about the glory of
Sivaliriga as propounded in the Puranas.
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The dwellers of Naimisa said-

O immensely learned sage Sita, you, in
order to achieve the knowledge of the
Purinas eulogised the sage Kisna
Dvaipayana Vyasa and acquired from him
the deep knowledge of the stories of the
Puranas. O sage, well-versed in the Puranas,
we would like to hear from you the stories
about the glory of §J'Va11'11'gas as propounded
in the Purdnas. Narada, the great son of
Brahma, has arrived here after going on
pilgrimage to the sacred places of Rudra and
worshipping all the auspicious Sivaligas
there. You are a devotee of lord Rudra, we
and the sage Narada are also devoted to lord
Rudra. It would, therefore, be quite
appropriate that in the presence of the sage
Narada, you conduct discourse on the
importance and glory of Sivaligas as
brought out in the Puranas, because you have
achieved everything relating to dharma and
you must be possessing the best of the
knowledge for the same.
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Linga Mahapurana
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When so addressed by the sages, Sita, the
foremost of the glorious orators on Puranas,
was immensely delighted at heart. Then, the
virtuous Stta first of all bowed in reverence
to Narada, the son of Brahma. Then, he also
bowing in reverence to all the ascetics
present there, started reciting the Purana.
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Stta said—
Before recitjng the Liriga Purdpa, I bow in
reverence to Siva, Brahmi and Visnu and
then offer my salutation to the sage Vyésa.
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1 bow in reverence to Paramesvara, whose
body is Sabda-Brahman, who exposes Sabda
Brahma, whose limbs are indestructible,
whose virtues remain un-exposed, but who
exposes himself as Vidhr (or destiny) who is
formed by the mystic syllable Om, the one
who is gross as well subtle, who is greater
than the greatest, whose form is represented
in Om, whose facc is Rgveda, the tongue is
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Samaveda, the throat is Yajurveda and the
heart is represented in Atharvaveda. The one
who is I§vara— beyond Pradhdna and Purusa.
Who is beyond birth and death, the one who
having been influenced with famoguna is
represented as Kalarudra, when influenced
with rajoguna is represented as Brahma, and
when influenced with saftvaguna s
represented by the all-pervading Visnu, who
inspite of being devoid of the three gunas is
known as Mahe$vara, the one who while
pervading in form of Pradhiana displays
himself initially in seven forms, then in
sixteen and finally in the twenty six forms.
The one who is the main root of Brahma, and
the one who indulges in the sport of the
creation, preservation and destruction of the
universe, taking to the form of Sivaliriga. 1
bow in reverence with devotion to the same
lord Paramesvara and then recite = the
auspicious Liriga Purdna.
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