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Chapter 29
Victory over Death
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Sanatkumdra said-

O excellent one, what did the ascetics of
Daruka vana, who had purified their souls

with the performing of severe tapas, do? How

did lord Rudra, the naked lord of sublimated
sexuality, assume the degraded form and
went to the Daruka forest? What did the great
soul do there? Please enlighten me over the
activities of the lord there.
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Sita said—

On hearing the words of Nandi, the most
excellent among the knowers of the Vedas,
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spoke, after recalling in his mind the name of
Siva, with a smile.
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Sailadt said—
In order to worship the lord of the gods,

the sages performed a terrible fapa in the
Daruka forest.
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They were accompanied with their wives,
sons and the sacrificial fires. Rudra — the lord
of the wuniverse, the bull-bannered, all
pervading deity known as Nilalohita or
reddish blue complexion, was pleased with
them,
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Lord Rudra, the master of the universe,
then thought of testing the intentions of the
ascetics, who had performed the yajfia. Then,
he thought of diverting the minds of the
sages from the performing of the yajda. In
this way, in order to test the extent of their
devotion towards himself, he thought of
diverting their minds in a different way.
Therefore, in order to test their devotion
towards himself, he playfully appeared in a

‘| deformed manner, but still he was quite

charming to look at. He had there eyes and
two arms. He was of black complexion and
unrobed.
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He appeared quite beautiful in that form
and looked smiling. He started singing songs
which raised passions in women and was also
winking his eyes as well. Thus behaving, he
shined in the divine Daru forest.
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Lord Rudra, the killer of Kamadeva, then

spotted a group of beautiful damsels and he
aroused their passions.
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Finding a person with a beautiful

personality of black complexion, with

deformed body, even the chaste ladies
followed him with enthusiasm.

ISR Al
foereaeTon a3 |
At fd a@ qEnrfagg-
TR 123 11
With the smile worn over his face and
with indications, the women assembled at the
gates or those who were standing at the doors
of their huts, assembled there leaving all their
work of hand. They did not care for their
costumes and ornaments but followed him.
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The eyes of some of the women got
intoxicated at the sight of Rudra. Even the
ladies who had spent their youthful age, also
started indicating with their eyebrows.
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There was smile on the faces of some of
the ladies by looking at Rudra. The costumes
of some of ladies slipped from their proper
places. Their waistbands became loose and
they started singing.
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Some of the Brahmana women felt that
the new clothes worn by them had also been
loosened. They removed the armlets of

different colours and went to their relatives
getting intoxicated.
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One of them could not find as to where
her upper and lower garments had
disappeared? She was unrobed. Some of
them could not distinguish between their

husbands and the trees with branches, though
they were well known to them.
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Some of them sung songs, some danced
and the others fell on the ground. Some of
them sat over the earth like an elephant and
started shouting. Then, they started
embracing each other smilingly. On their
way, they started displaying overtures to
Rudra. Some of them, feeling in their heart,
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said—- “Where are you going presently? Who
are you? You stop and be graceful on me. Be
pleased with me.”
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Because of the May3 of Rudra, even the
chaste ladies fell before their husband, upside
down, with their hair and the costumes
getting disarranged in a shabby manner.
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So much so, that listening to their
improper words and observing their
undesirable activities, lord Rudra kept quiet.

He neither spoke good nor bad, neither
auspicious nor inauspicious.
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Observing the crowd of ladies and the
condition of Rudra, the ascetics and the sages
started uttering harsh words to Rudra.
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The influence of the tapas of the ascetics

was so exercised over Rudra as the glory of
the stars fades out with the rising of the sun.
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It is heard that the yajda of Brahmi was
destroyed with the curse of a Rsi, inspite of

the fact that the same was performed for the
welfare of the people.
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Because of the curse from Bhrgu, the so
powerful Visnu was forced to incarnate on
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earth ten times and he had to suffer in each
one of his incarnation.
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O religious-minded one, the private part

of Indra also was cut off with the curse of the
sage Gautama and it fell down on earth.
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With the pronouncing of a curse by a
Brahmana, Vasus also had to be born out of
the womb. Because of the curse pronounced
by a Rsi, Nahusa was turned as a serpent.
Because of the curse of the Brahmanas, even
the ocean of milk was dried up, though it
happened to be the permanent abode of lord
Visnu. The Brahmanas had made the second
nectar of ocean, unfit for drinking.
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) Visnu went to Avimuktesvara and bathed
Siva with milk. He together with Bra,hma and
other sages, performed abhiseka of Siva with
milk, which was turned like nectar with the

touch of Siva’s body. The same ocean of
milk was made as his abode by Visnu.
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The sage Mandavya, even Dharma,
Durvasa and other ascetics cursed the entire
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Vrsni race with $r1 Krsna (who were all
destroyed).
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The sage Durvasa had also cursed
Laksmana, the younger brother of Rama,
while Bhrgu had even kicked lord Visnu.
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These, as well as Viriipaksa, the lord of
Umai, were controlled by the Brahmanas.
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Thus, those confused Rsis of Daruvana
did not recognise the true identity of Rudra.

They spoke extremely harsh words and
disappeared from that place.
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In the morning, all of them went to lord
Brahma with a heavy heart, who was seated
in padmasana in the Daruvana. They narrated

the entire sequence of events whatever had
happened earlier.
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Brahmi then thought over the entire
episode in his mind. Then, he offered his
salutation to lord Rudra and he at once spoke
the ascetics living in the Daruvana.

T AR R )

115

gTeRd Fal foar gemfiafaatad: 1sg
“Disgrace to you all, passing the ocean of

the knowledge. O Brahmanas, you have
made your entire knowledge useless.
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- The naked person whom you saw

yesterday, in a naked condition, was none
else than lord Siva himself,
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O Brahmanas, a guest should never be
denounced by a householder, irrespective of
his being beautiful, ugly, dirty, or a fool.
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During earlier times, a Brahmana named
Sudars§ana had overcome even the god of
death, by adoring him as a guest.
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There is no other way for a householder to
cross the ocean of the universe than to
honour a guest.
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In earlier times, there was a Brihmana

known by the name of Sudarsana. He took a
vow to overpower the death. To his chaste
wife, he said- “O auspicious one, having
beautiful eyebrows and the fortunate one,
listen to me attentively. You should never be
disgraceful to guests.
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Because each and every guest resembles
lord Siva — the holder of the Pinaka bow.
Therefore, you should yourself adore him,
looking at yourself.” '
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Then the crying and the chaste lady asked

her husband- ‘“What have you spoken, O
lord?”
TGS el YA: WiE eyl |
¥ ud frard {9 warfafa: wamiiyo
T ot gdEfae: e
W1 a1 WAl Wl o= afaaaniyg i
TR |1 Jr=aQli

qfard aen Hgi A Qg 15

g fesiae sgen S qAfEe)
o gETETEATETE AT G

On hearing her words, Sudars§ana again
said- “O noble lady, all things in the world
represent Siva, while the guest is himself lord
Siva. Therefore, the guest is always
adorable.” Thus listening to the words of her
husband, she accepted that. She took his
command gracefully and then she engaged
herself in other household works. O excellent
Brahmanas, the excellent Bradhmana,
Dharma, once himself arrived at the house of
that Brahmana in order to test his resolve to
honour the guests. The chaste lady (his wife)
adored the guest with articles of worship.
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Thus, having been so adored by her,

Dharma, in the guise of a Brahmana said to
her— “Where is your intelligent husband
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named Sudar§ana?
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The food prepared by you is enough for
me. I, therefore, desire that you should
submit to me.” At these words of the guest,
the chaste wife was reminded of the words of
her husband which were spoken to her by
him earlier. Feeling shy, she closed her eyes
and made up her mind to please the guest.
Then she, closing her eyes, started walking
towards him. Whatever she thought in her
mind, but she made up her mind to submit to
the guest. She walked ahead to submit herself
to the guest as per the advice of her husband.
At the same time, his intelligent husband
Sudars§ana also arrived there. At the gate, he
called for his wife, “O noble woman, where
have you gone? Come here.” On hearing this,
the guest himself replied.
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