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The lord Siva said—
Today, I shall speak out to you the entire
story. I am the god of fire. I am the creator of

Soma (the moon). I happen to be Soma
myself — the refuge of the fire.
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The fire carries away whatever from
homa, because of that, the presence of Agns
is there in the world. The fire burns the entire
mobile and immobile world.
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Everything is burnt to ashes by the fire.
When ashes become pure, then Soma
achieves energy from the ashes.
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One who pours offerings in the fire, he is
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relieved of all the sins because the energy of
the ashes is actually my energy.
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The word bhasman is created of the root
bhds which means shining, bhdsate or
alternatively from the root bAd (to cause to
reach), bhavayate or from bhaksa (to eat).
Since it devours all sins, it is called bhasman.
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The Pitrs drink fire; Devas drink Soma,
The entire universe of the mobile and

immobile beings is of the nature of Agni or
Soma.
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I happen to be Agni of great splendour.
This great Uma is Soma. I am this Agni and
Soma in combination. I am Purusa as well as
Prakrti.
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Therefore, O blessed one, the ashes

constitute my energy. I hold my virility in my
body. This is a fact.
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Since the protection is offered by the
ashes at inauspicious times and even while
lying in chambers, it is resorted to for
securing protection.
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A person whose soul is purified with the
application of ashes over his body, the one
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who has conquered his body, the one who has
overcome his anger and other sense organs,
never returns coming in touch with me.
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Pasupata Yoga and Kapila’s Sarhkhya
Yoga have developed out of me alone. It was

the excellent Pasupata rite which emerged
out of me.
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Thereafter, the four 4dsramas of life were
caused to be made by Brahma. The universe
comprising of shame, confusion and fear was
created by me. All the gods, sages and other
human bodies were born naked.
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A person who is clad in costumes, but if
the sense organs remain uncontrolled, then
the person is as good as naked. But in case,
the sense organs of a person are well
controlled then, he inspite of his being naked,
would be like a well clad person. Under such

circumstances, the costumes are of no
importance.
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To practice forgiveness, patience, non-
violence and Vairdgya (renunciation) and to
treat honour and dishonour equally, serve as
the best costumes for the body.
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The application of ashes purifies the body.

One who adores lord Siva with devotion and
in case, he after committing a thousand
mistakes, applies ashes over the body, then
with the application of the ashes, all his sins
are reduced to ashes, in the same way as the
fire reduces the forest to ashes. Therefore, a
person who takes bath thrice a day, he
achieves the position of Ganapati.
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The people who after performing the

yajiia, perform the auspicious religious vratas
and meditate on the great lord with devout
feelings about the divine sports of the lord,
attain immortality by passing through the
noble northern path. Those who resort to the
creation ground by means of the southern
path, attain the eight perfections, viz., Anim4,
Garima, Laghima, Prapti, Kamavasayita,
Prikamya,  Isitva, Vasitva,  besides
immorality in the end.
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‘Indeed other Devas who had adopted the

holy rite conducive to the realisation of all
the desires, attained the greatest power and

prosperity; all of them are well known for
their resplendence and refulgence.
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One shall be devoid of delusion,
arrogance, passion and the defects of famas,
besides rajas in his character. Understanding
that things of the world are subject to decay
and destruction, one shall always be devoted
to the yoga of Pasupata.
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He should also meditate on the vrata of
Pasupati Siva which destroys all the sins. A
person who reads this, being pure and
faithful, having conquered the sense organs,
shall become purified of all sins and shall
achieve the world of Rudra. On hearing this,
Vasistha and all other sages, besides the
excellent Briahmanas, smeared their bodies
with ashes and were freed of all the desires.
At the end of the kalpa, they started towards
the world of Rudra.
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Therefore, even the deformed and dirty

persons are worthy of the worship of Siva
and should not be denounced. The leading
Brihmanas, irrespective of being beautiful or
ugly, should also be worshipped. They could
be the leading yogis.
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It is no use talking much, the excellent
‘Brahmana devotees of Siva, should be
worshipped by all means like Siva himself,
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Even a dirty leading Brahmana could be
the devotee of Siva and steady in his rites. By
devotion to Siva, much could be achieved in
the world in the manner of Dadhica, who
could conquer even Visnu, the lord of the
gods. Therefore, making all the efforts, the
devotees with matted heads, censured heads
or naked anchorites, with their bodies
smeared with ashes, should always be

worshipped like Siva himself, mentally,
physically and verbally.
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