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The glory of the Purina
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Saunaka said- O Siita, you are well-aware
of the doctrines of all the Sastras, O Best of

the learned people, O Great Lord, you speak:

out to me the gist of stories of the Purdnas.”
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The persons, getting involved in the
worldly pleasures and passions, travel over the
noble path, with their minds filled with
devotion. How does their wisdom keep on
increasing and how do they overcome their
own mental short comings. You kindly deliver
your discourse on these matters.
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In this immensely sinful age of Kaliyuga,
all the creatures have started behaving like the
asuras or demons, what is the best path for
their improvement.
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You speak out the method to me, by which
the task could be well established, which is
best in the welfare paddrthas, having the

purifying effect. You kindly speak out the
same quite convincingly to me.
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You speak out the method to me, by which
or with the use of which the persons with
spotless clean mind getting free from all the
sins, could achieve lord Siva.”
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Sata said- “O Best of the sages, you are
indeed graceful because a desire in your mind
has developed to listen to the narration of the
(divine) story, theréfore I, quite thoughtfully
narrate the best of Siva Purdna.
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This Purana deals with all the principles,
increases the devotion etc. delights lord Siva,
possesses all the divine merits, therefore, O
Son, you listen to it, which is like the nectar
for the ears.
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This Purdna is the best remedy for the
biggest danger like the death, which bites like
the snake and is the biggest danger. The Siva
Purana is the best of all the Puranas. O Great
ascetic, initially it was spoken by Lord Siva
himself.
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Thereafter, the sage Vyasa briefly narrated
it at the instance of Sanatkumara, for the
benefit of the people of the Kaliyuga.
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- Except the Siva Purdna, there is no other

remedy in the age of Kali, to purify the minds
of the people. :
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O Best of the sages, only such of the
intetligent person gets an opportunity to listen
or read it, who has to his credit the noble
deeds of the earlier births,
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The Siva Purdna is admittedly the best of
the Sdstras and is also the true form of Siva on
earth, therefore, it should be read, narrated,
listened studied and well thought over.
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The best of a person who with the reciting
or listening of this Purdna with devotion,

achieves Siva-loka quite easily, with all the
means of pleasure.
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Therefore all types of people should recites

it. By listening to Siva-Purdna all the desires
of a person are fulfilled.
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By listening to the Siva-Purana with
devotion, a person is relieved of all the sins

and' enjoying all the pleasure in this world,
ultintately achieves the Siva-loka.
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The merits which cannot be earned with
the performing of the Rdjasiva and other
yajhas, such great merit is achieved with the
mere listening of the Siva-Purana.
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O Great sage, such of the people who listen
to this Purina should not be treated as
humans, because they actually become the
form of Siva.
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Wherever the dust of the persons who
listen to the Siva-Purdna falls, it becomes a
sacred or holy place.
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The persons who become desirous of
visiting the extremely holy place, they should
instead listen with devotion, the narration of
the Siva-Purdna.
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O Best of the sages, in case a person is
unable to listen to the §iva-Purcina always,
then he controlling all the senses for just two
muhurtas (a few moments only) should listen
to it.
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O Lord of the sages, in case a person is
unable to listen to it daily, then he can do so in
the auspicious months.
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Otherwise, such of the persons who listen
to the Siva-Purana for a muhirta (a few
moments), or half of it or further half of it or
for even a moment, they never have to face
the misfortune.
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O Great sage, a person who listens to this
Purdna, he, burning the vast thorny forest of
grave sins, crosses the ocean of the universe.
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O Great sage, the merit one earns by

performing various types of charities or the
merit one earns by performing of various
types of yajias the same merit is surely earned
by a person with the hearing of the Siva-
Purdna.
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O Great sage, in fact except to the listening
of Siva-Purdna in the age of Kali, there is no
other better dharma, which could make them
achieve moksa.
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The listening to the story of Siva-Purdna
or the reciting of the name of Siva, are like the
Kalpavrksas for a human being and bestow

the auspicious rewards. There is no doubt
about it.
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Such of the people who have stopped the
religious activities in the age of Kali, lord
Siva, keeping in view the welfare of such
people, has composed the Siva-Purana.
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Such of the people who consume the
nectar, they become eternal but a person who
consumes the nectar of Siva-Purdna his entire
family becomes eternal.
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The story of Siva-Purdna is extremely
auspicious which "should be consumed like
nectar, by all the people.” This should be
repeated thrice, which removes all the doubt.
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What could be said about the reward one
gets by the reciting of Siva-Purdana? It would
be enough to say that (by doing so) that lord
Siva starts living in the heart of his devotee.
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The Siva-Purana has twenty four thousand

verses and comprises of seven Sarhhitas and
deals with the stories relating to devotion,
knowledge (jiiana)
(renunciation) therefore one should listen to it
quite attentively.
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The Samhitds included therein are
Vindhyesvarl ~ Sarhhitd, Rudra Sambhita,
Satarudriya Samhita, Koti-Rudra Sarhita.
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Uma Samhita, Kailasa Sarnhitd
Vayaviya Sarhhitd. These are the
Sambhitas included in the Purdna.
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This is the divine Purdna, including these
Samhitds and equates with Parbrahman and is
said to be the bestower. of the salvation.
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This Siva-Purdna comprises of the seven
Samhitds. Whosoever, recites the same with

devotion daily, is considered to be free from
the worldly bondages.
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O Munisvara, the human wonders in the
universe overpowered with the darkness of
ignorance till such time he does not listen to
the stories of Siva-Purdna. In other words
after listening to the Siva-Purana all the
worldly fetters of a person are automatically
removed.
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What is the use of listening to the other
Sastras or the Purdnas which create confusion
in the mind. Therefore, one should listen to
the Siva-Purdna, which always thunders about
the providing of the salvation.
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The house in which the recitation of Siva-
Purana is carried out, it is turned into-a sacred
place and the persons living therein are freed
from all the sins. ’
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Hundreds of Vajapeya-yajfias  and
thousands of Asvamedha sacrifices, cannot
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equate even the sixteenth ray of recitation of
the Siva-Purdana.
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O Best of sages, a sinner could be called as
such, till such time, he dose not listen to the

auspicious narration of the story of Siva-
Purana.
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The seven rivers like the Ganga and others,

(Ganga, Yamunid, Godavarl, Sarasvatl,
Narmada, Sindhu, Kaveri) the seven cities
(Ayodhya, Mathura, Mayapuri, Haridvira,

Kasi, Kafici, Avantika and Dvarkapurl) and
the region of Gaya, cannot equate with the
auspiciousness of Siva-Purdna.
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In case a person is desirous of achieving of

the salvation, then he should recite a verse or
half of it, of the Siva-Purdna daily.
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A person who recites the Siva-Purdna
daily with its meaning, or recites only the
verses of the same, he undoubtedly becomes
the noble soul.
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The one who listens to this Purana at the

time of death, Lord Siva, getting pleased with
his devotion bestows him his own place.
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A person, who adores the book of Siva-
Purana daily with devotion, he after enjoying
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all the pleasures in this world, ultimately
achieves the place of Siva.
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Giving up lethargy if a devotee adores the
book of Siva-Purdna wrapping it in a silken
cloth, he always remains comfortable in the
world.
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The Siva-Purdna is completely spotless,
and auspicious. It is everything for the human
life, therefore the people should respect and
recite the same with devotion, which would
bestow comfort in the present as well as the
future world.
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" The Siva-Purdna is the best of all and the
destroyer of the sins, and bestows all the
padarthas like dharma, artha, kama and
moksa. Therefore, all the people should listen
to it with devotion, besides reciting it.
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The pef)ple desirous of salvation, should
consider Siva-Purdana to be more auspicious
than the Vedas and the treatises on lustory.
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The Siva-Purdna is indeed the best for the
persons engaged on the task of self realisation.
This Purana is a divine paddrtha and is fit to

be adored by the noble people and removes all
the three types of miseries. It always bestows

"Wéolfare and is loved by Brahma, Visnu, Siva

and other gods.
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I adore Siva-Purdna always with a devoted
mind and pray that let lord Siva be pleased

with me and bestow the devotion of his lotus
like feet on me.
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