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CHAPTER 7

Contest between Visnu and
Brahma,victory of the former
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I$vara (giva) said, “O Sons, who always
obey my command. Do you enjoy the pleasure
always? Are all the gods and the creatures of
the world engaged in this respective
assignments? I have already learnt about the
news relating to the fight between Brahma and
Visnu, observing your pain, it appears to have
been repeated.”
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Thus O Sanatkumadra, speaking such sweet

words, Siva, the lord of Parvati pleased the
crowd of gods.
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Then lord Siva, commanded a hundred of

his ganas to move to the place where Brahma
and Visnu were fighting.
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Thereafter, at the time of the departure of

Siva, several types of large Kattle drums were
sounded. The Ganesvaras, having been
adorned with all the ornaments, and mounted
over the different types of vehicles, got ready
to depart.
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Then lord giva, and his spouse of Parvati,
mounted over the chariot named Bhadra-ratha,
decorated with parsicamandala. His son
Ganesa and other ganas also went alongwith
him, in addition to Indra and other gods.
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Various types of flag and banners, of

different colours, the fans, flywhisks, rain of
flowers, music and dance accompanied with
various types of musical instruments, both
Siva and Parvati went to the place where
Brahma and Vispu had been engaged in a
fight, together with army.
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Finding them engaged in fight, Siva halted
concealing himself with Parvati and the army.
The playing of the music was stopped together
with the movement of the army.
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At that point of time both Brahma and
Visnu, in order to kill each other, were using
Mahesvara and Pasupata weapons.
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Thereafter with the flames of the weapons
shot by Brahma and Visnu, for killing gach
other all the three worlds started burning. Siva
also observed the destruction which was the

cause of great misfortune, and untimely
dissolution of the earth.
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Siva-Mahﬁpurﬁnam

He appeared himself in between them as
the form of a horrible burning column, of the
absolute Brahman.
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The weapons which were competent
enough to destroy the entire universe, fell in
the column of fire produced by Siva and were
destroyed in a moment and reduced to ashes.
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Observing the astonishing and benevolent
event of the destruction of the weapons, all the
gods whispered among themselves, “what is
this with an astonishing form?
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(Then Brahma and Visnu said,) “What is
this pillar like formation resembling the fire
flames, which has been raised above? What is

there at its top and the bottom. Both of us
should find out the same.”
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Thus speaking both of them thinking

themselves to be extremely valorous, engaged
themselves to find the truth about the same.
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“In case both of us go together, it would
not be possible to establish this gigantic task.”
Thus thinking Visnu taking to the form of a
boar went downwards towards the root.
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Then Brahma, taking to them form of a
swan, flew up towards the sky in order to
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measure its height. Lord Vispu piercing
through the Patalaloka (nether world) went
too far.
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When Visnu in the form of a boar could
not reach the bottom of the column of fire,
then he felt tired and returned to the battle
ground.
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O Vedavyasa, Brahma, your father, while
flying in the sky found the ketaki flower
falling.
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The Ketaki flower had been separated from
its stem long time back, still it had enough of
fragrance and had not been faded out. Lord

Siva found that both of them had been
unsuccessful in their respective efforts.
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He laughed at them, as a result of which
his head started shaking. Thereafter the

extending of grace over him, the Ketaki flower
fell down.
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Brahma said, “O King of the flowers, why

are you falling? Who had held you?” Then the
flower said, “I had fallen long back, before the
creation, this pillar appeared without any
authority, I was lodged in the middle of it and
reached here.
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Till date, I have not been able to locate the
beginning or the end of it. You also give up
this hope.” Then Brahmai said, “I have also
arrived here taking to the form of a swan to
know about the same.
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O Friend, you accomplish my task. You get
alongwith me and speak to Visnu accordingly,
“that Brahma had found the end of this
column. You say that you are my witness.”
Thus speaking, Brahma, offered his salutation
to the ketaki flower again and again, because it
is not a sin to speak untruth at the time of
misfortune. This has been propounded by the
sdstras.
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When Brahma found Visnu having been
exhausted, and with a disturbed mind then he
started dancing in delight. Talking like a
eunuch, Brahmai said to Visnu.
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“O Hari, I have seen the top of this pillar
and this flower is my witness for the same.”
At the instance of Brahma the ketakl flower
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made a false statement before him. Taking the
words of Brahma to be true, Visnu offered his
salutation to the form and adored him in
sixteen ways.
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But Siva appeared suddenly from the pillar
in order to punish Brahma. Brahmia Visnu
touched his feet with his shaking hands.
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He said, “You have a body without a
beginning or the end. Because of his
ignorance, a person is unable to find you
inspite of much efforts. O Compassionate one,
you be pleased with me. By an audience with
you, all my sins have been washed out. You
kindly forgive me. You have done all this
quite playfully.
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I$vara said, “O Son Visnu, I am pleased
with you, because you have spoken the truth
becoming desirous of achieving the form of
I$vara. Therefore you would achieve divinity
in the world and will also earn my grace.
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From today onwards your images shall be
adored in the different parts with festivities.

Siva-Mahﬁpurﬁnam

3 T T WA e T W
Zet T dawg @ swafaua s
Lord Siva was pleased with Visnu because
of his truthful conduct and in full view of all
the gods he bestowed on him, equality with
himself.
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