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Siva-Mahdpuranam

CHAPTER 13
Birth of Ganesa
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Sata said, “Listening to the astonishing
type of the story of the enemy of Tarakasura,
Narada delightfully asked Brahma.”
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Narada said, “O }’rajapatl, O God of gods,
well-versed in the Siva-tattva, 1 have listened

to the story of Kartikeya, which is far better
than the nectar.
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Now I would like to listen to the story of
the birth of Ganesa, who bestows welfare even
to the Welfare.”
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Sota said, “Listening to these words of
Narada, the delightful Brahma, devoting his
mind at Siva’s feet said.”
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Brahma said, “Because of the difference in

the kalpas, there are several stories of the birth
of Ganesa. Once, because of Saturn’s casting
his gaze over Ganesa, the latter’s head was cut
off and it was replaced with the head of an
elephant.
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Presently, the story of the birth of Ganesa
in the Sveta kalpa is being narrated, wherein,
the compassionate Siva, had himself cut off
his head.
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O Sage, there should be no doubt about the
performance of Siva, the creator of the
universe. The same Siva inspite of his being
with and without attributes, happens to be the
lord of all.
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O Excellent sage, because of his divine

sport there is the creation, preservation and the
destruction in the world. You listen to the rest.
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Long time after the marriage of Siva and
his proceeding to Kailasa, Ganesa was born
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Once the maids of Parvati, known as Jayd
and Vijaya, entered into consultations with
Parvati.
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“The ganas of Siva, are always obedient to
him, including Nandi, Bhriigi and others.
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The number of Pramathas is beyond
counting, but none of them belongs to us.
They also guard the gate at the command of
Siva.
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They are ours no doubt, but we are not
mentally akin to them. O Auspicious one, you
should with the permission of Siva, patronise
sOme one as your own.”
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Brahma said, “The words spoken by the
maids, were taken to be favourable by Parvati

and started making efforts to materialise the
proposal.
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After sometime, Parvati was taking bath.
Then Siva entered the house scolding Nandi.
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When the mother of the world found Siva
arriving, she felt shy and got up.
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She was filled with curiosity and wonder,

and she realised the proposal of her maid to be
quite practicable.
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Thus after the lapse of sometime,
Paramesvari Siva thought in her mind.
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“l should have a servant exclusive to
myself, who should be extremely competent
and efficient and who should not move even
slightly, without my command.”
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Thus thinking, she took some dirt out of
her body and made a human figure.
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It was free of all the defects. All the limbs
of the body were made beautiful and were of

big size. It looked graceful and was
immensely valorous.
Fetur @ wer ca v o fafanfy @

AU T TN R M
It was clad with the best of costumes and

adorned with the best of ornaments. She then
pronounced the best of blessings for him.
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Then she said to him, “You are my son,
you belong to me, there is no one ¢lse who
could be called as mine, except you.” At these

words of Parvati, the person, bowed in
reverence to Parvati and praised her.
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Ganesa said, “What is your task for me
today, which should be performed by me at
your command?” When he so asked Parvati,
she replied.
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Parvati said, “O Son, you listen to my
words. You function as my gate-keeper today.

You are my son. No one else, except you,
belongs to me.
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O Son, no one should enter my house
without my command, even forcibly. I have
spoken truthfully to you.”
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Brahma said, “O Sage, thus speaking she

gave him a strong staff. She got pleased at his
beautifu] form.
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She kissed his face lovingly, embracing
him she gave him a staff to be held by him in
his hand and then placed him on duty at the
gate to guard it.
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O Dear one, the valorous Ganesa, holding a

staff in his hand, was guarding the gate at the
instance of Parvatl.
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Placing her son Ganesa, on duty at the
gate, Parvati was taking bath with her maid.
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At the same time, Siva, who was quite

curious and well-versed in the divine sports,
reached the gate.
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Then Ganesa, without recognising Siva,

said to him, “O Deva, you cannot enter the
house without the permission of my mother.
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My mother is taking her bath inside. Where
are you going? You better leave this place at
once.” Thus speaking, he raised the danda to
stop the entry of Siva into the house.
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Looking at him Siva said, “O Fool, whom

are you obstructing? O Evil minded one, don’t
you know me? I am Siva in reality.”
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~Then Ganesa, struck Siva with his danda.
Then Siva who was well-versed in divine
sports, said to the boy.
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Siva said, “You are a fool Don’t you know
me? I am Siva, the husband of Girija. O Boy, |

am entering my own house. Why do you
prevent me from doing so?
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Brahma said, “Thus speaking, when Siva
again tried to enter his house he was again
beaten by Ganesa with the danda.
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Then getting enraged, Siva commanded his

ganas, “Who is he? What does he want to do?
O Gapas, you look at him.”
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Thus speaking Siva, following the worldly
traditions and who performed several types of
astonishing sports, sat outside the house
getting annoyed.
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