SIVA-MAHAPURANAM
Koti-Rudra Sarhhita

CHAPTER 1

Greatness of Jyotirlinnga and Upalingas
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The one who is free from all the blemishes

and enshrines all the fourteen Bhuvanas in
himself, with the slightest compassion of
whom a person achieves all the fortunes as
well as the moksa, whom the yogis blissfully
meditate upon in their hearts, such an
illustrious Siva, always has Parvati lodged to

his left, I offer my salutation to such a great
lord.
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He is full of compassion and as such he has
the pleasant sight, wears a serene smile over
the face, resplendent with the digit of the
moon, he is remover of all the three types of
distress, (adhidevik, ddhibhautika, as well as
adhyatmik), whose existence and knowledge
sheds brightness and who is encircled with the
arms of the daughter of the mountain i.e.
Parvati.
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The sages said, “O Suta, you have well
narrated the glory of the Siva’s incarnations,
keeping in view the welfare of the people of
the world.
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O Excellent one, O Supreme Maihesvara,
you are indeed graceful, therefore you speak
out further the glory and greatness of the
Sivalingas in detail. In every region of the
earth, the auspicious /lingas are found.
Besides, there are the S]’valiﬁgas at some other
auspicious places.
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O Disciple of Vyasa, you better describe
such /ingas (phallic images of the great lord)
in detail whether they be on the earth in the
different holy centres or in the places glorified
by men, keeping in view the welfare of the
people.
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Sata said, “O Excellent sage, you have put
me an excellent question, keeping in view the
good of the people. O Brdhmanas, I shall
describe these lirigas in brief.
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O Sage, there are innumerable Sivalirigas

in the world. The entire earth is full of /irgas,
besides the entire earth has the form of /inga.
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All the holy places have the form of lingas,
which are lodged in the mobile and immobile

world. Though they are numberless, still, I
would like to speak out something.
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Whatever is visible in the world, or is
talked about, or is remembered, is all in the
form of Siva. There is nothing else except
him.
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Still, O Sages, whatever has been heard by

me, and whatever is found on earth, I shall
lovingly narrate the same.
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There are Sivalingas in the heaven as well
as in the nether world, because Siva is
worshipped by the gods, demons, as well as
the humans. Therefore the Sivalingas are
found in all the three worlds.
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O Sages, as the gods, the demons and the
humans are found in all the three worlds,
similarly the Sivalirigas which shower their
grace on all are similarly found in the world in
the form of lingas.
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For the showering of the grace on the
human  beings, the Sivalingas were
consecrated in holy as well as the other places.

T TF TG VAT TRyl ;|
T TS ST el RerawEni g8 I
Wherever Siva was remembered with
devotion by the devotees, he appeared at such
places and after performing the task of his
devotees, he established himself there.
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In order to do good to the people, he
created the /inga and by adoring the lingas,
the devotees meet with success.
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O Brahmanas, all the lingas of Siva found

on earth, are beyond counting, still I would
like to describe the prominent /irgas.
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I shall speak out the main linga at

prominent places, listening to which a person
is relieved of all the sins in a moment.
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O Excellent one, all the prominent
Jyotirlinga are being described by me. By

listening to their names all the sins are washed
out in a moment.
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There is Somaniatha in  Sauristra,
Mallikarjuna at Srisaila, Mahakila at Ujjain,
Paramesvara or Amalesvara in the Ormkara-
ksetra, Kedaresvara is in Himalaya,
Bhimasankara in Dakini, Visvanitha in
Varanasi, Tryambakesvara at the bank of
Gautami, Baidyaniatha at the cremation
ground, Nagesvara at Darukavana, Rame$vara
at Setubandha, while Ghusmesvara or
Ghusanes$vara at Sivalaya.
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A person who recites the name of these
twelve Jyotirlinga daily in the early morning,
he is relieved of all the sins, and he meets with
all the success.
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O Excellent sage, whosoever will recite the
names of these Jyotirlinga with any particular
desire in his mind, he will achieve success in

that particular field in the present as well as in
the future world.
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Such of the large hearted people who
would recite their names in a selfless manner,

they shall never have to enter again the
wombs of their mothers.
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With their adoration, the miseries of the
people of all the varnas shall disappear in this

world and they ultimately would achieve
salvation.
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The offerings of these Jyotirlingas shall be
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taken and others shall be fed with the same.
Such a performance, reduces the sins to ashes
atonce.
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O Brahmanas, the result of the worship of

the Jyotirlinga cannot be described by Brahma
and others.
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Even if one of them is adored,

continuously for six months, the pain of
rebirth in mother’s womb will never recur.
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O Great sage, even if a person of a base
birth happens to see the Jyotirlinga, he would
in future be born in a pure and a good family.
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After having been born in a good family,
he will become rich and the master of the
Vedas. Then after performing the auspicious
rites, he shall attain salvation, without any
obstruction.
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O Great sage, whosoever he might be,
whether he is an outcaste, a slave or a person
of lowest caste, by looking at the Jyotirlinga,
he is reborn in the Brahmana race. Therefore,
one should always have an audience with the
Jyotirlinga.
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I have described the fruits of these

Jyotirlingas only slightly, O Excellent sages,
now you listen about the upa-Jyotirlirigas.
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At the meeting point of the ecarth and the
ocean, there is an upalinga of Somesvara. It is
also known as Antakesa.
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Besides the Mallikarjuna in Bhrgu-kaksa,
there is an upalinga called Rudresvara, which
bestows comforts of its devotees.
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At the bank of Narmadia, besides the
Mahakala Jyotirlinga, there is an wupalinga
called Dugdhesa, which removes all the sins.
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Besides the Jyotirlinga of Omkaresvara,
there is an upalinga known by the name of
Kardamesa. It is lodged over the bank of the

Bindu lake and fulfills all the desires of the
people.
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An upalinga named Bhutesa is found close
to Kedaresvara, which is lodged over the bank

of the Yamuna. It relieves his devotees of all
the sins.
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An upalinga known as Bhimesa, is found
near Bhimagankara, which is lodged in

Sahyacala. I bestows the strength of the body
as well as of the mind.
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Jyotirlinga Nagesvara is lodged over the
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bank of the river Sarasvati- Mallika, close by
there is an upalinga named Bhutesvara. All
the sins get destroyed by devoting at it.
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The wupalinga Guptesvara is found near

Ramesvara, while upalinga Vyaghre$vara is
found near Ghusmesa.
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O Brahmanas, [ have described the
Jyotirlingas as well as the upalingas, which
remove the sins and fulfill all the desires.
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O Sages, there are the prominent lirigas.
Besides them, whatever the important /ingas
are there, you listen their description from me.
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