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CHAPTER 14
Origin of the Jyotrilinga of Somanatha
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The Rsis said, “Now you narrate about the

glory of the Jyotirlinga, whatever has been
heard by you.”
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Sita said, “O Brahmanas the genesis of the
Jyotirlinga and their glory, had been heard by
me from my preceptor and I shall repeat the
same quite briefly.
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O Excellent sages, the glory of the
Jyotirlinga cannot be explained even in

hundreds of years, still I shall speak out the
same for your satisfaction.
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Somanadtha happens to be the first
Jyotirlinga. O Sage you initially listen to its
glory quite attentively.
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O great sage, his daughters, twenty-seven
in number, A$vini and others, were given in
marriage to the moon by Daksa, the great soul.
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Achieving the moon as their lord, all the

girls felt graceful. The moon also felt graceful
with them.
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The gold looks graceful with the gem and

same is the case of gems with the gold. Now
you listen to what happened thereafter.
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Of all the twenty-seven wives, he did not

love any one so much at anytime as he loved
Rohini.
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The rest of the wives of the moon went to
their father, feeling painful and took refuge
with him. They explained the tale of their
sufferings to their father.

T W gl 3@ I THAET
AT fEer=, g=maeraeaeil 2o |l

O Brahmana, Daksa felt painful at this and
spoke to the moon approaching him to pacify
them.
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Daksa said, “O Moon, you have been born
in a spotless race why are you extending

different kind of behaviour towards those who
are dependant upon you.
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Whatever has been done by you is enough,
but don’t repeat the same in future. Enjoying
of the worldly passions leads one to hell.”

qd 3a=
ZgdE @ wone O S )
e wfet @ & fg T T s
Stta said, “Thus requesting to moon, his

son-in-law, Daksa returned to his place feeling
satisfied.
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The moon on the other hand, having been
over-powered with the delusion of Siva, did
not bother about the advice of Daksa.
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Ounly he meets with welfare, whosoever is
destined to do so, but the one who is destined

to face misfortune, how could he meet with
welfare.
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The moon too due to the moves of destiny,
did not listen to the words of Daksa. Since he
was attracted towards Rohini, he did not
honour his other wives.
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Hearing this Daksa again arrived the abode

of the moon and prayed to the moon, speaking
the appropriate words.
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Daksa said, “O Moon, you listen, I have
made several requests to you which remain
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unheaded. Therefore you will suffer from the
disease of consumption.”
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Stita said, “At these words of Daksa, the
moon atonce attracted the consumption
disease, with the moon’s attracting the ailment

of consumption, there was a turmoil
everywhere.
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O Sage, all the sages and the gods uttered,

“What has happened? Now what should be
done,” Thus thinking all of them were upset.
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At the instance of the moon, Indra and
other gods besides the ascetics like Vasistha

and others, went to Brahma to take refuge
with him.
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O Sage, reaching there, the gods and the
rsis offered their salutation to Brahma
eulogising him at the same time. Then getting
upset, they revealed the entire news to him.
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Listening to their words, Brahn}a was
wonder struck. Praising the Mayad of Siva, he
said, to them.
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Brahma said, “Oh, this is the painful news
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for all that Daksa has pronbunced a curse on
the moon to suffer from the disease of
consumption,
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Of course, the moon is at fault. O Gods and
the sages, you listen to the deeds of
misconduct in which the moon indulged
earlier.
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The wicked moon, going to the place of
Brhaspati, kidnapped his wife Tédra. Then he
went to the Daityas.
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Then he made the gods and the demons to
fight. Then at the instance of Atri, he returned
Tara to Brhaspati.
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Finding Tara pregnant, Brhaspati refused
to accept her. At our insistence, Brhaspati
somehow accepted her with great difficulty.
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O Excellent sages, Brhaspati then said, “In
case she rids herself of the pregnancy, I shall
accept Tara again. Then I got her free from the
pregnancy.
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After the birth of the child, I asked,
“Whose child was he?” Then she said that it
belonged to the moon. Thereafter, at my

instance Brhaspati accepted his wife Tara
back to his fold.
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In this way the moon has several earlier

misdeeds to his credit. He is misbehaving
even now.
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Whatever has happened is quite good,
otherwise he would have continued to indulge
into misconduct. Now I shall speak out to you

the remedy for his getting relieved of his
misery. You better listen to me with respect.
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In case the’ moon goes to Prabhasa-ksetra

and worships Siva according to thfa method of
Mriyuiijaya-piaja and keeping Siva before
himself, and worships him daily, then Siva

getting pleased shall rid him of the ailment of
consumption.
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Stta said, “All the gods and the sages,
listening to the words of Brahma, went to the
places of Daksa and the moon.
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They went to the moon and reassured him,

all the gods, the Rsis and the moon them went
to the Prabhasa-ksetra.
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Invoking all the holy places there,

including Sarasvati, they started adoring Siva
by Mrtyuiijaya-pijan-vidhi. The gods and the
ascetics, with the spotless intentions, seated
the moon at the Prabhasa-ksetra, and went
back to their respective places.
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The moon performed the adoration of Siva

reciting  the  Mroyuijaya-mantra  and
performed fapas continuously for six months.
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Reciting the Mrtvurijaya-mantra for ten

crores of times, and meditating upon Siva, the
moon stayed there.
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Siva, who is well disposed towards his

devotees, felt delighted finding the moon

there. Then he, appearing before the moon
said to him.
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Siva said, “O Moon, you ask for a boon

you desire, I am happy with you. I shall
bestow the best of boon to you.”

95 9™
afg o=t 2a9r! fewans w&a=m

Ty o e gRt A wig g3

The moon said, “O Lord of the gods, in
case you are pleased with me, then no task of
mine can remain unsuccessful. Still you
kindly rid me of the ailment of consumption.
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Kindly forgive me for my sins and bestow
welfare on me always.” At these words of the
moon, Siva said to him.
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Siva said, “In a fortnight, you will get
reduced by a digit daily and in the next
fortnight, it would go on increasing in the
same sequence.” Stta said, “O Brdhmana,
listening to such a boon, the gods and the
sages feeling delighted reached there.
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Thereafter coming there, all they blessed
the moon. Then they offered their salutation to
Siva, with folded hands.
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The gods said, “O Mahadeva- the god of
gods, O Supreme lord, salutation to you. O
Master, you stay her with Parvati.”
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Sata said, “Then the moon having been
filled with devotion, eulogised him though
was in Nirguna form, but transformed himself
in the Saguna form.,
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Siva then felt happy with the gods. In order
to enhance the glory and greatness of the
region, besides that of the moon, Siva
established himself there in the form of
Somesvara and became famous in the three
worlds. O Brahmanas, by his worship, Siva
becomes the destroyer of the ailments like
consumption, leprosy and others.
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Successful is the moon in his desires,

besides being graceful, with the name of

whom, Siva, the lord of the universe purifying
the earth is lodged here.
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All the gods established a Kunda of water
there/, which was patronised both by Brahma
and Siva.
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It came to be known by the name of

Candrakunda. A person who takes a bath
there, is freed of all the sins.
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By taking a bath in that Kunda,

continuously for six months, the incurable
diseases like the consumption and others are
removed.
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By circumambulating the Prabhasa-ksetra,
one earns the fruit of going round the earth.





