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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWENTYTWO
Creation of Kedara

Siuta said:

1-3. Thus, O excellent Brahmanas, everything I was asked
has been narrated to you all, as to how that excellent Danava
named Mahisa was killed by the goddess.

Now I shall tell the sin-destroying story concerning the meri-
torious Kedara. Listen to it with great concentration and mental

purity.
The sages said:

O Siita, it is heard that Kedara is in Gangadvara on the
Himalaya mountain. How did it come to be here? Narrate
everything in detail.

Sitta said:

4. Tt is true that the Self-born Lord is present on that
mountain. But, O Brahmanas, the Lord stays there only for
eight months.

5. During summer and rainy season, the Lord stays there.
But during winter, he is always stationed in this holy spot.
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The sages said:

6. O Sutaputra, what is that purpose for which the Lord
stays in this holy spot for four months and on Himacala for
eight months? Do tell us.

Siita said:

7. Formerly, in the beginning of the Manvantara of the
first Manu named Svayarnbhuva, there was Hiranyaksa, a Daitya
of inordinate strength. He was of great lustre and possessed
the power of penance.

8.  He (and his associates) encompassed the whole world.
After ousting the overlord of Devas they appropriated the
shares of Devas in Yajilas by means of their valour.

9.  Thereupon, Sakra took refuge in Gangidvara along
with the Suras. In his excessive distress due to the loss of
royal glory, he performed a great penance.

10-11.  Even as the noble-souled one performed the se-
vere penance thus, Mahadeva himself assumed the form of a
buffalo and came out of the surface of the earth. He then said
to Sakra: “Whom should I tear off (ke=kan, darayami)! from the
entire hosts of the Daityas by means of this form? O Vasava,
O most excellent one among Suras, tell me quickly.”

Indra said:

12. O Lord, tear asunder these five Danavas, namely
Hiranyaksa the great Daitya, Subahu, Vakrakandhara, Trisrhga
and Lohitaksa. If these are killed, undoubtedly all the Danavas
are annihilated.

13. Of what use is the destruction of the other men and
wretched ones? Nothing can be achieved thereby.

On hearing those words, the Lord hastened to that place
where the important Danava, the extremely powerful Hiranyaksa,
was present.

14. All those Danavas saw from a distance the buffalo
comparable to a mountain coming on in a frightening form.

1. A popular etymology of Keddra.
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15. Some of them hit him with stones and others with
sticks. Still others in the arrogance of their strength slapped
and clapped their arms shouting battle cries.

16. The Lord disregarded them all. He sportingly advanced
to that place where the leading Danava was present along
with his four ministers.

17. Even as he lifted up the weapon and rushed against
him, the Lord despatched him to the abode of Yama' hitting
him with his horns.

18. After killing him, the Lord killed the ministers, the
most important one among whom was Subahu. Of course the
other Danavas struck him from all sides.

19. The Danavas struck with great effort and their aim
was perfect. Yet none of the weapons had any serious effect
at all on the body of the Lord.

20. After killing the five important Daityas thus, Mahesvara
once again went to the place where Sakra was waiting. With
great delight in his mind, he spoke to Sakra fully equipped
with the power of penance:

21-22.  “Those five Danavas mentioned by you have been
killed by me. Hence enjoy once again the kingdom of the three
worlds. O Lord of Devas, do choose from me another boon too
that is desired by you so that I can hurry back to the peak of
Kailasa.”

Indra said:

23. O Sankara, do stay here in this very form to accom-
plish protection to the three worlds and preservation of virtue
and welfare.

Sri Bhagavan said:

24. O Sakra, this form was assumed by me in order to slay
him (Hiranyaksa) since he could not be killed by other living
beings. He has now been killed by me.

25. Hence, at your instance, O most excellent one among
Suras, I shall stay here along with this very form accordingly,

for giving salvation unto all embodied ones.
* o ¥

1. According to the Bhagavata and other Purdnas Visnu assumed the form
of a divine Boar and killed Hiranyaksa also. Cp. Mbh, Sabha 38.29 ff.
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26. After saying thus, Lord Virapaksa (Siva) made a great
Kunda with water resembling pure crystal and pleasing and
tasty like milk.

27. Then Lord Tripurantaka spoke to Devendra in a voice
majestic like the rumbling sound of cloud, even as all the
Devas were listening:

28-30. “A person should remain pure and visit me and this
Kunda. He should drink the water thereof first by the left
hand, then by the right hand and again with both the hands.
That man shall certainly redeem the entire family even if it
be sinful in its activities or even if it has fallen into hell. He
shall redeem the members of his mother’s family by the act
of drinking the water with the left hand, his father’s family
with the right and himself with both the hands. Everything
shall be in accordance with my words.”

Indra said:

31. O Bull-vehicled One, always (everyday) I shall come
from heaven and worship you stationed here. I shall also drink
the holy water.

32. Since you said when you were in the form of a buffalo,
“ke darayam1” (vv 10, 11), you shall become well-known by the
name Kedira.

Sri Bhagavan said:

33. O Sakra, if you do so, you will never have any fear
from Daityas. A great lustre will envelop your body.

34. On being told thus, the Thousand-eyed One caused an
excellent mansion to be built there. It was extremely beautiful
to see and pleasing to the mind. 4

35. Then he bowed down to that-Lord, took leave of him
and went to his own abode stationed on the top of a peak of
Meru.

36. Then he used to come there everyday from heaven. En-
dowed with great devotion to Kedara he performed the adoration
of the Trident-bearing Lord with great mental concentration.

37. He drank the holy water thrice and went away, O
excellent Brahmanas. After some time, he returned to the place.
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38. At that time he saw the entire peak of the mountain
covered with snow. The holy Kunda, the Lord and the entire
palace too was covered with snow.

39. He was miserable. With great devotion, he simply bowed
down (uttering salutation) in loud voice in that direction and
went back to his abode. .

40  Four months elapsed thus since his return. All along,
his mind was eager with the desire to see, but he could not
see (the Lord).

41. Then, O Brahmanas, there was the advent of summer
on Himacala. Then the Lord appeared again in the same form
as before. '

42. Then he performed the adoration with great eclat that
had been held up for four months. He sang and played the
musical instruments before the Lord with great faith.

43. The Lord noted the faith of the Lord of heaven. Lord
Tripurantaka appeared before him and said:

44. “O Lord of Devas, I am pleased with your exclusive
devotion. Hence request for any desire lurking in your heart.”

Sakra said:

45. With your favour, I already possess an excellent and
prosperous glory. Whatever (valuable) is in the three worlds
is present in my abode too.

46. Hence, O Bull-emblemed One, if you are favourable to
me, if you are pleased and willing to grant me a boon, then
kindly do as I say.

47. O Lord of Suras, I have heard that this mountain is
accessible for eight months when the Sun occupies the zodiac
of Pisces and proceeds ahead.

48. Thereafter, it becomes inaccessible because it will be
covered with snow i.e. for four months till the Sun comes to
Aquarius.

49. O Lord of Suras, O Tripurantaka, if it becomes inac-
cessible even to me, then in the case of human beings and
others of inferior power it is all the more so.

50. Hence, O Lord of Tridasas, do stay in this form for
four months either in Svarga or in Patala or in the mortal
world, so that my vow need not be broken.





