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Kiarma Purana
Pirva-bhaga

Chapter-1
Beatitude of Indradyumna
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After bowing in reverence to Nardyana, Nara
the best among the humans, the goddess

Sarasvati (the goddess of speech) initially, the
Purina should be started thereafter.!
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I bowing in reverence to the immeasurable
lord Visnu, the Supreme Soul, having the form
of a Kiirma (divine form of tortoise), am going
to narrate Kirma Purana which has been
narrated initially by Visnu, the lord of universe.
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At the conclusion of the Yajfia a
Naimisdrangya, the ascetics of the place, the

1. This is a benedictory verse which occurs at the
commencement of every Purana and Mahabharata.
Agni Purdna describs about Nara and Nardyana
thus: “The ten-fold devas (celestials) are the (first)
transition from the natural or the quiescent condition
of the soul. Manus or mind is the eleventh organ.
Then came into existence the self-sprung Lord
desirous of creating various creatures. He first
created water and in it seeds. Waters are called Nara
for they are the creation of Nara (the spirit of God);
and since they were his first Ayana or place of
motion, he hence is named Nardyana or moving on
the waters. The egg engendered in the water was
gold-hued. In it Brahma himself was born and
therefore the Sruti reveals him to us Svayambhi or
self-born,

Mabharsis of that place inquired from the sinless
Sﬁta,2 named Romaharsana,3 about the Purdna
Sarnhita.
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They said, O Immensely wise Siita, you for
achieving the divine knowledge, have adored
lord Vyasa, the foremost among those well
versed in the knowledge of Brahman. Your hair
stood at ends at the speech of the sage
Dvaipayana Vyasa. Because of this, you came
to be known as Romaharsana.
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In ancient times, the sage Vyasadeva had

requested you to narrate the Pauranika Sarmhita
of the sages.
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After a recess in the yajAa, the bath was
finished he had declared that you had been bomn

as amsa of the lord for narrating the Purdna
Samhitd.
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2. The word signifies the offspring of a Ksatriya by a
Brahmin woman. This mixed caste used to keep
horses and drive cars in the days of yore. A
particular family of this caste however became
famous for its knowledge of Purinas and other
sacred writings. :

3. Another name Sata, the pupil of Vyasa and supposed narrator
of the Purdnas.
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Therefore we are inquiring about the
excellent Karma Purana. O Sage, you are well-
versed in the interpretation of the Puranas.
Therefore you are competent to narrate the
same.
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Hearing the words of the sages, Siita, the
foremost among the knowers of Purana, said to

his preceptor, the son of Satyavati, with
reverence in his mind.
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Romaharsana said, “After offering my
salutation to lord Visnu in the form of Kiirma, [
shall narrate the story of this divine Purdna,
listening to which even a sinner shall achieve

the highest position. But this auspicious story
should not be revealed to the non-believers.
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This auspicious story should be narrated to
faithfuls, peaceful, religious minded people, the
Brahmanas and those with a religious bent of
mind, because it has been narrated by lord
Narayana himself.
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The Purdna comprises of Sarga (primary
creation of the universe), Pratisarga (secondary
creation),! Vamsa (dynasties of the monarchs
and the rsis) Manvantara (span of Manu’s age)
and Vamsanucarita or the history of the ancient
rulers.
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1. A secondary or continued creation out of the
primitive matter or a portion of a Purdna which
trends of destruction and renovation of the world.
MW, p. 672.
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The following eighteen Puranas
comparable with the Brahman.

(1) Brahma Purana, (2) Padma Purdga (3)
Visnu Purdna, (4) Siva Purana (5) Bhagavata
Purana, (6) Bhavisya Purana, (7) Naradiya
Puriga (8) Markandeya Purana, (9) Agni
Purana, (10) Brahmavaivarta Puraga, (11) Linga

are

Purana, (12) Varaha Purana, (13) Skanda
Purana, (14) Vamana Purana, (15) Kirma
Puraga, (16) Matsya Purapa, (17) Garuda

Purana, (18) Vayu Purana.

These eighteen Purdnas as said to be
equating the globe. “O Brahmana, listening to
the briefs of these eighteen Purdnas, the sages
have composed other upa-puranas.
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The first upa-Purdna has been composed by
Sanatkumara. Thereafter comes Nrsimha-upa-
purana and the third is Skanda-upa-purdna,
which has  been composed by Kumara
Karttikeya,
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The fourth one is an upa-purana, known by
the title of Sivadharma, which has been
composed by Nandi himself. Then follows
Naradiya Purana which is quite astonishing and
was composed by the sage Durvisa.
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Then follow Kapila and Vamana upa-
Puranas which were composed by (Usand)
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S'ukrz‘tca'lrya.l Then comes the Brahmanda,
Varuna, Kalika, Mahesvara, Samba, Saura upa-
Puranas, besides Marica and Bhdrgava upa-
purdnas which were composed by Paragara.

Story of Kiirma Purana
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This excellent Kirma Purana is listed as 15"
in the list. This holy Purdna contains the four
different Samhitds. These are known under the
titles of Brahmi, Bhagavati, Saurl and Vaisnavi.
All this Sarmhhitas  bestow  dharma,
(righteousness) kdma, (all kinds of desires)
artha (riches) and moksa (final emancipation)
respectively, besides being  extremely
auspicious.
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This Brahmi Samhitd is equated with the four
Vedas, which comprises of six thousand verses.
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O Best of the sages, Immense glory of
dharma, artha, kdma and moksa is contained

therein. The complete knowledge of Supreme
Brahman is also achieved from this.
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It describes of Sarga, Pratisarga, Vamsa,
history of vamsas or royal dynasties, and
vamsanucarita, the auspicious stories of royal
dynasties. The Brahmanas devoted to dharma
besides the people of other castes, should
patronise this story. I shall now repeat the story
which had earlier been narrated by Vyasa.

1. He was the priest of the Daityas and the presiding
priest of the Sacrifice undertaken by Bali.
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In earlier times, the gods together with the
Daityas and Danavas,” using the mountain
Mandaracala® as the churning rod, churned the
ocean of milk. During the churning of the ocean
Visnu in the form of Kiirma, for the welfare of
the gods, carried the mountain Mandaracala
over his back.
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Then Narada* looking at the imperishable

2. The mythological account of this war between the

gods and the demons or the Suras and Asuras is as
follows :
(Visnu wanted to make his favourites the gods,
immortal and powerful. He asked them to churn the
ocean of milk so that ambrosia might be provided.
The demons offered their services to the gods which
they did not decline. When ambrosia was produced
Visnu, assuming the form of a beautiful damsel,
distributed the whole amongst the Suras. Hence the
quarrel arose. It continued for thousands of years.
The demons were very powerful and some of them
became invincible and unconquerable by the grace
of their god Siva. Though they could not
exterminate the gods, yet they defeated them often,
drove them from the celestial region and took
possession of it.)

3. The first mountain of the world.

4. He is one of the well-known celestial sages. In the
Vedas, he is described as one of the descendants of
Kanva and author of several hymns of the Rg-veda.
In mythology he is often associated with Parvata
and acts like a messenger of gods to men and is
known as the son of Brahma. He is the friend of
Krsna and is the inventor of Vind or lute. In the
Mahzbharata he is described as the king of the
celestial musicians.-

The following account of Narada's telling Valmiki
about Rama occurs in the first chapter of Ramayana:
The ascetic Valmiki asked that best of sages and
foremost of those conversant with words, ever engaged
in austeritics and Vaidika studics, Narada saying,"Who
at present in this world is alike crowned with qualitics
and cndued with prowess, knowing duty and grateful
and truthful and firm in vow, who is qualificd by
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Visnu, who is witness of all started eulogising
the lord with the gods and the sages.
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During the said churning of the ocean, the
extremely beloved goddess of lord Visnu, also
emerged out of the ocean. Lord Purusottama-
Visnu, accepted her as his wife.
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Indra as well as other gods and the rsis were
attracted towards the goddess because of her
beauty and asked lord Visnu speaking the
welfare words, “O Lord of gods, O Narayana
who is this lady with vast eyes. You kindly
speak out the reality about her at our request.”
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Then listening to the words of the gods, lord
Visnu who shattered the Danavas, looking at the
goddess spoke to the sinless sages like Narada
and others, “This is the supreme energy of my
form and embodiment of Brahman. This endless
Maya is beloved to me by whom this universe is
held.

virtue of his character and who is ever studious of the
welfare of all creaturcs? Who is lcarned, has studied
society and know the art of pleasing his subjects ? And
who alonc is ever lovely to behold ? Who has subducd
his heart and controlled his anger, is endowed with
personal grace and devoid of malice and whom,
cnraged in battle, do cven the gods, fear? Great is my
curiosity to hear of such a person. You can, O
Muaharsi, tell me of a man of this description.” Hearing
Valmiki's words, Narada, cognizant of the three
worlds, said with alacrity,"Do you listen ! Rarc as are
the qualitics mentioned by you, I will, O sage, having
duly considered, describe to you a person endued with
them. There is one sprung from the line of Ikyvaku,
known by the name of Rama.
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O best of the Brahmanas, she is Maya with
the use of whom, I delude the whole world
including gods, Asuras, and human beings,
besides devouring it or consigning the same.

I W S qAmE i)

faern diem e axf= fagenfamm 3 g0

Which is the creator as well as the destroyer
of the world which regulaies the birth and death
in the universe. By the means of knowledge, the
people realise Self and cross this vast Maya.
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This Maya is my total’ strength. All the gods
including Brahma and Siva, become powerful
with the achieving of a part or a ray of the same.
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She produces the entire universe, known as
Prakrti of three gunas or qualities is known as
Laksmi dwelling over the lotus, who was born
earlier then me in the kalpa.
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She is four-armed holding a conch, cakra and
a lotus. She is adorned with a garland of gems
having luster of crores of suns. She can confuse
all the living beings.
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All the gods, ancestors, humans, vasus and all
other creatures on earth are unable to over come
her.”
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At these words spoken by lord Vasudeva, the
sages then spoke to lord Visnu, O Lord with

lotus like eyes, you kindly speak to us about the
ancient times.
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The lord Rsikesa, who had been adored by
the sages, spoke to them, “In earlier times there
lived a Brahmana named Indradyumna, who had
been quite popular. He had been a king in the
carlier birth, and was invincible from the gods
like Siva and others. Finding me in the form of a
tortoise, he himself heard the story of this
Purdna from my mouth.
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Thereafter, O Sages, Brahma, Siva and other
gods listened to this divine Purana Samhita
from my mouth. Then believing that he was
under my strength, he took refuge under me.

Then 1 said to him, “You will take a birth as a
Brahmana.
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Your name would be Iudradynmmna and you
will also know about your earlier birth. O
Sinless one. Then I shall import the divine
knowledge to you which is beyond the reach of
the living beings as well as the gods. After

achieving the divine knowledge, you will get
absorbed in me.
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You stay on earth in your other form with
another particle of yours. After the lapse of the
Manvantara, you will again be absorbed in me.”
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Then he, offering his salutation to me,
returned to his abode and started ruling the
earth. In due course of time, he passed away. In
Svetadvipa, O Sages, he enjoyed all the
pleasures with me, which are beyond the reach
of the great Yogins in Visnuloka. Thereafter at
my command, he was reborn in the race of
Brahmanas.
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Taking me to be the supreme Brahman, by
name Vésudeva, in whom the two eternals vidya
and aqvidya are enshrined, Indradyumna,
continued to perform Vratas, fasting, homas,
besides oblations prescribed for the Brahmanas,
following all the rules and adored lord
Parames$vara, who happens to be the refuge of
all beings.
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He adored lord Mahadeva, with his blessings,

offering salutation to him, with full faith and
devotion in graet lord Siva.
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With this type of performance by the king,

lord Visnu displayed before him his divine
form
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Finding Laksmi, the beloved of lord Visau,
there, he offered his salutation to her and recited
with folded hands many stotras in her favour.
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Indradyumna said, “O Goddess, having vast
eyes, auspicious signs of Visnu, who are you?





