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Chapter-21

Description of Iksvaku Dynasty
(Story of Rama)
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Sita said, “Thereafter Tridhanvan, the son of
the king, started ruling the country with a

righteous mind. He got a son who was well-read
and was known by the name of Trayaruna.
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He had a son named Satyavrata who was

extremely strong. Satyadhana was the name of
his wife and Hari§candra was born of her.
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Rohita was the son of Hariscandra who was
quite valorous. Vrka was the son of Rohita,
from whom was born Bahu. Harita was Rohita’s
son. Harita's son was known as Dhundhu.
Sudeva and Vijaya were the two sons of
Dhundhu. Karuka, the son of Vijaya was
extremely valorous. Sagara, his son, was an
extremely virtuous king. Sagara had two wives,
known as Prabhivati and Bhanumati. Both of
them had been bestowed with a boon each by
lord Agni. Bhanumatl gave birth to a son named
Asamaiijasa, while Prabhavatl produced sixty
thousand sons. The son of Asamaiijasa was
known as the king Arhsuman.
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Dilipa was his son and Bhagiratha was born
to Dilipa. Bhagiratha, after performing severe
tapas, brought Ganga over the earth. Because of
this she came to be known as Bhagirathi.
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The wise Mahadeva, the god of gods, had
been merciful on him. With the tapas performed
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by Bhagiratha, lord Siva felt delighted.
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Then the moon-bedecked Mahadeva bore

Gaiiga on his head near the moon-crest. Sruta
was known as the son of Bhagiratha.
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He had a son named Nabhaga, while
Sindhudvipa was the son of Nabhaga. His son
came to be known as Ayutdyu who had a son
named Rtuparna.
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Saudasa was the most religious-minded son
of Rtuparna. Saudasa had a son named
Kalmagsapada.
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Vasistha of great splendour begot of the wife
of Kalmasapada the son named Asmaka, who
was established as the flag for the Iksviku
dynasty. From Utkala, the wife of A§maka, a
son named Nakula was born, who became the
king. The said king went on exile getting
frightened from Parasurama. Reaching in the
forest, he took to the form of a woman.
Sataratha was born of Nakula, while Bilibili was
born as son of Sataratha. Vrddhasarma was bom
to him as his son. He had a son named
Visvasaha, who had a well-known son named
Khatvanga. Dirghabahu was his son. Raghu was
bormn of Dirghabahu.
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Aja was born as son to Raghu, while
Dasaratha was bom as son to Aja. The valorous
and great Rama was bomn as a son to Dasaratha.
He was immensely strong, religious-minded and
glorious. Besides Rama, Dasaratha had three
more scns known as Bharata, Laksmana and
valorous Satrughna. All of them having
possessed the sakti of Vispu, were comparable
to Indra in the battlefield.
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Lord Visnu, the consumer of the universe,
had incarnated on earth from his own anisu for
the killing of Ravana. The extremely virtuous
wife of Rama was Sita, the daughter of Janaka
and was well known in the three worlds. She
was quite humble and extremely beautiful.
Because the king Janaka had pleased Parvati,
the daughter of Himalaya, therefore Parvad
gave away Sitd to Janaka as his daughter. Sita
on the other hand, had the support of Rima who
became her husband.
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The bluish-red complexioned, trident bearer
Siva, feeling extremely delighted, for the
destruction of the enemies, handed over an
astonishing bow to Janaka. O Best of the
Brahmanas, the intelligent king Janaka, the
destroyer of his enemies on earth, desirous of
the marriage of his daughter, declared that who-
so-ever shall lift up the bow would achieve Sita
in the marriage.
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Knowing about the vow of Janaka, the
valorous lord Rama, reached the abode of
Janaka and lifting the bow playfully, broke it.
Then Sita was married to Rama, the highly
virtuous soul, as Parvati had been wedded t»
Siva, or Sena was married to six-headed god
Karttikeya. Thus Sitd was married to Rama.
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Thereafter the lapse of a long period, the king
Dasgaratha, himself desired to crown his son
Rama as the king. Then his wife Kaikeyi who
was quite beautiful and fortunate, stopped her
husband and said, “My valorous son Bharata is
fit enough to be crowned as the king, because
carlier you had promised me to give two boons.
The king Dagaratha felt dejected in his mind
with the listening to her words.
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But inspite of his mind having been hurt,
Dasaratha agreed to her words with a heavy
heart, saying, “So be it.” Accordingly the un-
wavering Rama, the knower of Dharma, who
could not transgress the traditions, accompanicd
by Laksmana, bowing at the feet of Dasaratha,
proceeded on to the forest with his wife Sita.
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In this way, the valorous Rama dwelt in the

forest for a period of fourteen years along with
Laksmana. During his stay in the forest, a
Raksasa named Ravana, taking to the form of an
ascetic, kidnapped Sita and took her to his place.
Both Rama and Laksmana finding Sitd absent
from Paficavati,! became extremely anguish and
sorrow. He was the destroyer of the enemies,
but still they were overpowered with grief and
pain.
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O Best of the sages, then at some time Rama
of indefatigable energy, the performer of the
great deeds, made friendship with Sugriva’.
Sugriva had a faithful attendant named
Hanuman who was the son of the wind-god. He
became dear to Sri Rama. Hanumin, keeping
enormous patience, reached before Rama and
emphatically told him, “I shall surely bring Sita
back.” Thus speaking, he traversed throughout
the areas upto the ocean in search of Sita.
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He ultimately reached the city of Lanka— the

I. Nasik, a district in the Bombay Presidency, is now
pointed out as corresponding with the Paficavati
forest of Ramayana. Tlie river Godavari still flows
there.

Sugriva was the king and Hanuman the commander-
in-chief of the Vanaras. They were a non-Aryan
tribe inhabiting south India, corresponding, in my
belief, with the modern Shanars living in the
Southern districts of Madras. Sugriva's fort is still
pointed out in tha jungles of Travancore, Kishkinda
was the capital of Sugriva.

2



Piirva-bhiiga (Chapter-21)

125

capital of Ravana, which was lodged in the mid-
ocean. There he saw Sita lodged i a lonely
forest under the shade of a tree. The spotless and
chaste Sitd was surrounded by the demonesses.
Her eyes were wet with tears, still she appeared
quite graceful. She looked innocent while
uttering the name of Rama. Her mind was
absorbed in the memories of dark blue-
complexioned Rama and the self-possessed
Laksmana. Hanumdn, finding Sita in seclusion,
introduced himself to her.
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For the removal of any doubt, Hanumén
handed over the finger ring of Rama to Sitd. At
that point of time finding the beautiful finger
ring of her husband, Sitd whose eyes blossomed
because of the love of her husband, accepted it
as if Rama himself had met her. Hanuman on
the other hand, reassured Sitd variously and
said, “I shall myself carry you to the large-
armed Rama.” Thus speaking he again returned
to Rama. Hanuman who had controlled all his
senses, narrated to Rama about his audience
with Sita. Thus having been adored by
Laksmana, he stood before Rama.
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Thereafter, the valorous Rama, in the
company of Laksmana and Hanuman, together

with the hundreds of monkeys built a bridge
over the ocean and prepared a road for reaching

Lanka. Thereafter, the religious Rama, killing
Ravana, together with his wife, son and the
brothers, with the help of Hanuman, the son of
the wind-god, got Sita back from Lanka. He
also built a temple in the middle of the bridge,
dedicated to lord Krttivasa Siva, enshrining
Sivalinga therein. Thereafter Raghava Rama
adored Siva.
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Thereafter, lord Siva appeared before Rama
with Parvati. Lord Siva bestowed an excellent
boon on Rama saying, “The linga which has
been consecrated by you, shall be visited by all
the people. Even the grave sinners who would
visit this place shall be relieved of all the sins.
Similarly, a person who shall take bath in the
ocean, all his sins will be washed out.
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With the mere look at the Ramesvara linga,
all the sins of a person shall be washed out.
There is not the slightest doubt about it. Till the
mountain are there on earth, and the earth
remains, the bridge will continue here. I shall
stay here in an invisible form. The bath taken
here and the charities performed at this place
shall remain undecaying. The Sraddhas

performed here shall also be undecaying or
everlasting,
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With the mere recollection of this /iriga, the
sins performed during the day shall be wiped

out.” Thus speaking, Lord Siva embraced Rama.
Then lord Siva together with Nandin and other
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attendants, disappeared from the scene.
Thereafter, the religious-minded Rama ruled the
country with due devotion to piety.
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Bharata on the other hand, crowned Rama as
the king. He especially honoured the lord as
well as the Brahmanas. Rama pleased lord Siva,
the destroyer of the sacrifice of Daksa, with the
performing of A§vamedha sacrifice. Raima had a
son named Kusa. He had another son named
Lava, who was well-versed in the entire
scriptures as well as the principles. A son named
Atithi was born to Kusa, who had a son named
Nisadha. Nala was born as son to Nisadha.
Nabhas was born of him. Pundarikaksa was the

son of Nabhas, while Ksemadhanvan was his
SOn.
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A son named Devanika was born to

Ksemadhanvan. Ahinagu was his son and had
Mahasvan as his son.
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Candravaloka was born to him. Taradhisa
happened to be his son. Candragiri was born of
Taradhisa. Bhanuvitta was born of him. He had
a son named Srutiyu. All of them were born in
Iksavaku dynasty. O Excellent Brihmanas, [
have spelt out the names of prominent kings in
brief. A person who listens to the story of the

Iksavaku dynasty, he getting relived of all the
sins, achieves Devaloka (the heavenly region).
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