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The ghost replied :—I have just left my
ghosthood and attained a differnt man. The
ghost looked at the king for a long time and
stood before him like a branchless post.
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The king got curious at the sight of the ghost
and put the question to him thus : Who are you?
How did you get this deformity? The ghost
replied : I have just left my ghosthood and
attained a different form, just at the sight of you,
O long-armed one. None is more fortunate than
myself.
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In this fierce forest, shaken with wind and
cyclone, full of flies and mosquitoes, trunks and
head, fish, tortoise, lizards, scorpions, bees,
serpents are seen with their mouth bent
downwards and their feet raised upwards.
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Dry winds are blowing; lightning is flashing;
grass is scattered here and there.
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I'see many creatures—Nagas and Salabhas.
I hear many sounds at some places and at some
places I have no sounds at all. At the sight of
all this deformity my heart trembles over-
whelmingly.

geacdfapd W dJua  gEEmH
Ta IaT=
ANt AAFTEERRT T AT AGHEHAT: 1]
¥ faust g9r wmarfor wftrogtetot = fen
Torgaraertet 3 = gumar: @uigier:nson
YT gERUTE o q SIGATRT S
yEfeafaE T ¥ rmEnTHR @3
wulfiyiemoTe wie: weafE
TANERAHET gya=t difgar spemua:n

Those for whom the rites of cremation,
funeral offering, such as the offering of riceball,
gingelly-water are not performed nor the rites
of dasa-pindas, dasagatras nor sapindikarana,
who daring their life were ungrateful,
drunkards goldstealers. who died by accident,
who were envious, without atonement,
attached to women of ill repute, take the form
of ghost and suffer for their bad actions through
want of food and water.
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O king, please perform their funeral rites

since they do not have mother, father, sons and
relations.
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O king, you perform this good deed for their

welfare, so that theymay be released from
misery and may cross the ocean of distress. Of
what avail are the brothers and sons? One
should not rely on women for they are expert
in selfishness.

7 wAWY fagmr: @dd eaga: il
eyt Fedw yaem S9 argET:i3g



664 THE GARUDA MAHAPURANAM

A person reaps what he sows. All objects or
belongings remain at home. The relatives turn
back from the cemetery.
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Body is consumed by fire; good and evil

deeds alone accompany the deceased.
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Therefore, for your welfare, you perform
immediately the funeral rites of the kinless
deceased, as you are mortal yourself.
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With your emaciated form and fierce book,
you seem to be a ghost. O king of ghosts, now,
tell me all about yourself in order to relieve my
anxiety.
Thus asked, the king of ghosts began to tell
all about himself.
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O best of kings, I shall tell you all about
myself from the very start. After hearing the
causes that obtained ghosthood for me, you will
have sympathy for me.
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There is a city Vidisa by name, full of
pleasure and prosperity. It has many janapadas
and abounds in abundant treasure.
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It has forests of flowers where dwell the holy

sages. I too lived there, O king, engaged in the
worship of gods.
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I belong to the Vaisya caste, and my name
is Sudeva. I propitiated the deities with
oblations and the manes with §raddhas.
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I presented gifts to the Brahmanas and
donated food.
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I gave money and precious articles to the
poor and the needy. But by bad luck all that
went in vain.
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I had no progeny, no friends, no kins and
no friends who could perform my funeral rites.
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For that reason, my ghosthood became

perpetual. Now hear, O king, there are
sixteen principal Sraiddhas—the eleventh day,
monthly, half-quarterly, six monthly, etc. The
dead who do not receive these Sraddhas turn
into gliosts perpetually even though hundreds
of other Sraddhas are performed for them.
Knowing this, O king, you perform Sraddhas
and release me from ghosthood.
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For, a king is the relative of all castes.
Therefore, I request you to release me from

ghosthood. I give you the best of jewels in my
custody.
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Taking pity on me, O king, you actinsucha
way that I may be released from ghosthood.
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(Moreover, I may sell you why I became a
ghost). My kins being disinterested in me did
not perform Vrsotsarga in my favour. Hence, I
was transformed into ghost. I feel constantly
hungry and thirsty, for want of food and drink.

Hence, this deformity and leanness without
food.
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I suffer pain due to hunger and thirst, for
this ghost-hood is malevolent.
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I, therefore, pray you, O king, for; you are
the ocean. of pity.
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Tell me, O ghost, how one is released from;
ghosthood.
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The people can infer about the present of a
ghost at home by signs and tormentations.
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I shall now tell you about tormentations
given by the ghost to the people on earth. When
the menses of the women go in vain and the
family does not multiply.
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When men die young it is tormentation by

ghost. Sudden loss in profession and insult
among the people, sudden setting of house on
fire, permanent quarrelling at home, false
praise, suffering from consumption and foul
diseases are due to tormentation by ghost.
When the money invested in the customary
way bears no fruit but is destroyed, it is due to
tormentation by ghost. When crops are ruined
even after proper rains, when commerce is
unsuccessful, when wife creates tension, it is
due to tormentation by ghosts. By these
tormentations, O king, people can know about
the presence of ghost at home.
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If Vrsotsarga is done properly, one is
released from ghosthood. Hence, O king, I pray
you to perform Vrsotsarga in my favour.
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I authorize you to perform this rite for me.

Once, I killed a certain prince and as a result
thereof I became ghost.
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O king please take this precious’gem froi i
me and with the money received through it,
perform Vrsotsarga for me on the fullmoon day
in the month of Karttika or Agvayuj or on the
day conjunct with Revati. For perfoming
Vrsotsarga you invite the learned brahmanas
and set up fire as prescribed in the Sastras.
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Then perform sacrifice, reciting the prescrib-
ed mantras. You shall feast the Brahmanas,
spending the money obtained by the sale of this
jewel. When this is done, I shall be released from
ghostliood, O king.
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Sri Krsna says :—The king took the jewel,
saying, ‘be it so’.
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He had no alternative but to perform the
rite, for he had taken the gem from the ghost.
When the ghost and the king were talking
together, there was heard a resounding noise

of bells and trumpets. At the indication that the
king’s caturanga army was close by, the ghost
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disappeared. The king too left the forest for the
capital.
w et gfvfarat daqfeea deaam
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Then on the Karttiki Parnima with the

money realized from the sale of the jewel, the
king performed Vrsotsarga for the ghost.
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The ghost obtained a new body as splendid
as gold, at the end of the rite..He approached
the king in the new splendid body and
eulogized him. Attributing his release from
ghosthood to the pious deed of the king he was
grateful to him for the obsequies he had made
in his favour.
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Thus, I have told you how the ghost was
released. What else do you desire to hear ?
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Garuda said :—After sapindikarana has
been done and the annual rites performed, the
deceased may obtain godhood, manhood or
birdhood as the case may be.
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But they eat different types of food. How
can $raddha satiate them? The $raddha food is

eaten by the Brahmanas or given as oblation
into the fire.
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The pinda is given by the good as well as the
bad relative. How can the ghost discriminate?
Why should the sraddha be performed on a
particular day ?
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O bird, hear, $raddha is gratifying to ghosts.
There is no restriction on a person if he becomes

a deity or a man or an animal according to the
actions of his previous life.
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If he becomes a deity, the §raddha food turns
into nectar; an article of enjoyment if he
becomes a gandharva; a grass if he becomes an
animal; an air if he becomes a naga; fruit in case
of a bird; meat in case of a demon; blood in case
of a ghost; grain in case of a man and an article
of enjoyment in case of a child.
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How kavya and havya given by men reach
pitrioka and devaloka and who takes them
there?
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How can a $raddha gratify the dead ? Can
oil in a blown-out lamp light the wick?
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Tell me, O Lord ! How does the deceased
enjoy the fruits of the deeds such as rites of
obsequy performed by his son.
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The validity of tradition, O lord, is more
powerful than the validity of direct perception.
The Sruti declares that the food served to the
Brahmanas in the Sraddha turns into nectar,
etc. for the departed souls.
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By their names and gotras the manes receive
the offerings made by the relatives. The mantras
carry the same when thev are recited with
devotion and faith.
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How the articles reach the manes should not
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be doubted, O bird. I tell you how the articles

of gift can reach the manes.
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The Agnisvatta pitrs (the manes who are
cremated in fire) remain in charge of the
departed. When food is offered to the departed
souls in the appropriate manner, at the
appropriate time and place, as prescribed in the
Sastras, they carry the same to the manes in
their path.
arfa Afere AT fasutastai
W e fafadAtamE: nesn
Even though they assume different species
arid reach different worlds, with different
names and gotras, they receive the offering
made in their favour by their kins.
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The three pindas given on Darbha or spread
over the earth, by the nearest relative of the
deceased, with his sacred thread worne over
the left shoulder, gratify the manes even in their
ghosthood.
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Those who have been pious on the earth in
all ways do not go to the torture-place. These
as well as others who have assumed
multifarious forms and those who are born in
low species obtain, whatever food they eat in
those species.

791 MYy aor fagfa aaon
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Just as when the cow is lost in the herd of
cattle, the calf searches for her and ultimately
finds her, so the $raddha food searches the
deceased person, though he is set on journey
(or has, assumed a different form).





