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Even a centenarian has but a shott space of
life, the one-half of which is covered by the
night, the other half being rendered fruitless by
disease, grief, imbecility and toil.
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Night covers the one-half of the hundred
years allotted to man and is spent in sleep.
Infancy and boyhood cover the half of the other
moiety, a part of its remaining half being
cloudened by grief, misery and service. The rest
is but changeful and transient like a wave of
the ocean. Ah, what is the end of life?
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What does glory, fame, or honour signify?

Death with his attendants Day and Night is
perpetually. travelling the world in the guise
of Old Age, and is devouring all created beings,
as a serpent gulps down a gust of wind.
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At rest, or while moving about, in sleep,
or while awake, always try to do good to the
world. Good deeds are the wages of life. He
who seeks only his own good, is an animal.
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The man who has lost all conscience, lets
himself be carried away by many an ignoble
and worldly care at the time of divine service,
and is troubled only with the cares of
pampering his belly, is an animal.
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The man, who has acquired no fame in
respect of piety, penance, benevolence, and
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learning, is but the excrement of his own
mother.
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A good life, lived even for a short while by
a man in the fame of his learning, valour or
manliness, is Called right living by the wise.
Does not a crow eat and live to term?
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A life without wealth or fame is a failure.
What is the use of an ally who constantly
apprehends evil and falls back at the wanted
time? Cast not doleful looks, but live like a hero,
O Sounaka, even a crow gets its food in the

world and is plagued with the toil of simple
contiminance from day to day.
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Of what use is the life of a man who does
not come to the help of his servants, relations,
friends or the needy? Does not a crow eat and
live to term?
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He who passes his days without earning
fame, piety, and wealth, is like the belows of
an Ironsmith which breathes out wind but does
not live.
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An independent living is success in life, a
dependent existence is the false rendering of
life’s inner meaning. They who are servanted
to others, are the monuments of living death.
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Cowards are they who rest satisfied with
the fulfilment of their own personal wants. Does
not the mous.e- in the hole gets his bellyful?
Cowards grumble most but are contented with
a little.
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The shadow of a cloud, the wild-fire, the
service of the vulgar, the water in a rut, the love
of a courtesan, and the friendship of the
malicious, are the six things which are transient
like the bubbles of water.
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A good advice is always unpalatable. Life
is leased on honour. What remains when truth
is broken?
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The king is the strength of the weak. The
strength of a woman lies in her tears; silence is

the shield of the ignorant, and falsehood is the
refuge of the thieves.
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Study a science so that you may have your

own light on the subject, that is the only right
kind of study.
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While staying in a country do what is done
by its inhabitants, combine with them, win their
favour and thereby serve your own interest.
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A man is ruined by his greed, lust or undue
confidence. Hence these three should be
averted.

A dqE  EEaEInEa)
IA q WA A e & geitaadisu i

THE GARUDA MAHAPURANAM 287

A dread is to be dreaded so long as it does
not come; when once present, a man should
meet it with a bold front.
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The undischarged residue of a debt, the
unextinguished residue of a fire, and the
unconquered residue of an enemy, may
increase and grow stronger.
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Hence they should be totally. extinguished.

Repay good by good and evil by evil, O
Sounaka, I do not think it bad politics.
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Avoid a friend who speaks sweet in your
presence and slander you behind your back.
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A good man is ruined by an evil company;
clear water is made turbid with clay. What ever
is enjoted by a Brahmana, is put to right use.
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Hence a Brahmana should be feasted at all

costs. He who eats the residue of the dishes of
a Brahmana eats only in the right way.
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He who commits no sin, is clever. A friend
is he who speaks good of you behind your back.
A good deed done without bragging, is piety.
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Itis no assembly where there is no old man.
They are no old men who do not uphold what
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is virtuous. What does not contain truth, is no
virtue, and a truth. which is a half truth, is no
truth at all.
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The Brahmana are the noblest of mankind;
the sun is the most resplendent of the stars; the
head is the most important of all organs; and
truth is the highest of all vows. A thing which
instantaneously affects the mind as good, is
good.
THTA I W wE@S
At a9 T wari
e TaaeT T T Rgum wyi
Living, without serving any body’s will, is
true living, True earning is that which is enjoyed

by one’s relations. He who has been abandoned
by his enemy in a battle-field, is abandoned.
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A wife who is not proud of her charms, is a
true wife. He who has abjured all desires, is
happy. He is a friend in whom comfidence is
reposed. The man who has subjugated his
senses, is a man.
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He who brags of his own virtues and holds
a very exalted opinion of himself, should not
be loved, nor be made a friend.
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The sources of rivers, fire-worshippers
(Agni-hotrs) and the race of Bharata should not
be tried to be’discovered, as it may lead to the
discovery of many an unpleasant thing.
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The sea is the final goal of a river, one’s love-
making ends with the illicit amours of one’s
own wife; and a mischievous propensity is
checked by a healthy public opinion. The effect
of wealth is misery.
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The prosperity of a king may be ended by
the curse of a Brahmana; decency and
cleanliness, by living close to the dwelling of a
Ghosa; and a family is ruined where women
reign supreme.
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All accumulations are followed by waste.
All risings end in fall; combinations, in
dissolutions; evolutions, in involutions; and life,
in death. Proceed not far with haste in a

business so that you may easily retrace your
steps.
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Walk not far with your guest from a place
where you intend to return. A friend or a
preceptor should be bid adieu to by following

him up to the border of a pool, or under the
shade of a tree of pleasant foliage.
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Dwell not ina country where there isno law,
or in which the central government is vested in
a more than one responsible head, or which is
governed by a woman or an infant.
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A woman is protected by her father in
infancy, by her husband in youth, and by her
son in old age. She has no separate and
independent living.
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A man is at liberty to marry a second wife
in the event of his first having had no issue after
eight years of wedlock; after nine years of that
of one whose children die in their infancy; after
eleven years of the marriage a wife that has
given birth to daughters only, and instantly
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when the firstis foul-mouthed and tries to give
him a bit of her mind.
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A man of honest purpose and entrusted with
the duty of feeding many mouths, never suffers
any humiliation on account pecuniary
difficulties. A noble forethought. for providing
for the wants of many and a sacred dread for
being found wanting in his duties, makes him
a ready master of resources and of ways and
means under difficulties. A suppliant never
returns half fed from his door. The family is a
seminary of applied ethics. Fatherhood is a
synopsis of the moral economy of the universe
and marriage is the pledge (lit., a pawn) for its
realisation on earth, serving as a grand citadel
of man on the border land of mental affections
where the light begins to fail and the kingdom
of darkness begins.
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A wise man should keep at a respectful
distance from a tired horse, a wild (excited)

elephant, a cow after her first parturition and a
toad squatting on the dry ground.
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A suppliant for money has neither friends
nor relations. A voluptuous man has neither
shame nor dread. A care-worn man is a
stranger, to sleep and happiness, and a starving
man wants no salt but nutrition.

Far frgr IRgE wwEr =@
qEAMUEEE WEeERt ™ "Fi el

Sleep is forbidden to the poor, to the slaves,
to thieves and to those who are in love with
their neighbours’ wives.

FEEfrEuErtawy 9 W
WERTI T T Y™ I A wga: 1l &R0

THE GARUDA MAHAPURANAM 289

Soundly do they sleep who are healthy, free,
or own no money-debts, or are not plagued
with the love of a woman.
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A servant is honoured in proportion to the
social elevation of his master; the height of a

lotus lily is proportionate to that of the water
level of the pool it grows in.
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The sun and Varuna (water) serve as friends
to a water-lily in its days of bloom and
prosperity, but they cause it to wither and
petrify when it is severed from its stem.
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The friends who flock round a man in office
turn his enemies when he is ousted of it. The
sun who gladly unfolds the petals of a warter-
lily on its stem in water, scorches it when it is
culled and taken out of its element.
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Men are respected for their office and
position. Men’s hair and nails are fostered in
their natural seats and shunned as obnoxious
excrescences when severed from them.
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Conduct shows the birth or parentage of a
man; and his speech, his country. Defference
of regard bespeaks affection; and the body, the
nature and quantity of one’s food.
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Useless is the rain to the sea; a good meal is
a useless superfluity to a well-fed man. Useless
are the gifts to the rich; and kind acts, to the
mean.
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He who is close to the heart, can never be
really absent. A wide gulf separates a couple
when hearts are estranged, even, though they
may sit side by side.
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A distorted face, a low sunk voice, a clammy
sweat, and a sense of vague dread are the
symptoms which mark the dying and the
begging men alike.
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A man of honour prefers a snake bite or a
stroke of paralysis, or a life-long physical
deformity, or a second birth by self immolation,
to begging. Who is he that is not lowered by
begging? .
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Even the Supreme God (Visnu) suffered a
diminution of stature by playing the role of a
supplicant in the religious sacrifice celebrated
by Vali.
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The parents of a child are but his enemies
when they fail to educate him properly in his
boyhood. Anilliterate boy, like a heron amidst
swans, cannot shine in the assembly of the
learned.
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Learning imparts a heightened charm to a
homely face. Knowledge is the best treasure
that a man can secretly hoard up in life.
Learning is the revered of -the revered.
Knowledge makes a man honest, virtuous and
endearing to the society. It is learning alone that
enables a man to better the condition of his
friends and relations, Knowledge is the holiest
of the holies, the god of the gods, and
commands the respect of crowned heads; shorn
of it a man is but an animal.
¢ EnA@ g o wa g gyadll
3 woid o fqer 7 g ut:ieln
The fixtured and furniture of one’s house
may be stolen by thieves; but knowledge, the
highest treasure, is above all stealing.
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This synopsis of ethics, was first related
Saunaka by Visnu. The god Hara learnt it from

Saunaka and related it to the birthless Vyasa
who has illumined our minds on the subject.
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Brahma said :—I shall now deal with the
mode or practising those religious vows and
penance, O Vyasa, by which a man may
win the good graces of the dog Hari to the
extent that he may be pleased to answer all his
prayers.
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The god should be worshipped in all months
of the year and in all days of the week, and
under the auspicies of all lunar phases and
astral combinations. The votary shall observe
a fast or take a single meal in the night, or live
upon a fruit regimen on the day of the vow,
and make gifts of money and paddy for the





